
Jan. 2013 Vol. XXXVII No. 01G u i l d  M e e t i n g  R e p o r t : 
1 1  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 2

The Guild master, Robert Riddoch, (using our Public 
Address system) welcomed members and guests to the annual 
holiday party which was held in addition to the regular monthly 
meeting.  This event took place in BERKLEY. In addition to the 
several food platters, other refreshments, and general good 
cheer; there was a raffle of several gift cards.   There were no 
regular reports from the purser, newsletter editor, or museum 
liaison. It was noted that there was an expense of $400 for the 
party and gift cards. 

The Community Build Project team had eight people present 
at their last meeting. At this meeting, there was a silver solder 
demonstration.  The next meeting is scheduled for 12 January.

 
John Sanford and Bill Norris volunteered to conduct the 

survey of museum ship models as noted in the November 
newsletter. 

Elections of guild officers and annual dues renewal were 
discussed.  Nominations of officers will be held in February and 
dues are requested at the January meeting. 

USS IOWA is now open for visitors in San Pedro.  There is 
also a maritime museum and all members are encouraged to 
visit these attractions. 

Everyone is reminded about the next San Diego County Fair. 
The museum will again sponsor cash awards for best models.  
Models need to be ready for submission by May if you plan to 
enter one. 
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2Show & Tell
P h o t o s  b y  B i l l  G r o l z
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7 in attendance: 12/8/12
Mike Lonnecker, Lee Green, Jon Sanford, Gary 

Seaton , Manny Burciaga. Bob Riddoch, Chuck Sieler

 Models present were in various stages of 
construction.  Some great ideas were discussed.

Type of glues used to plank was discussed.  CA 
and White Carpenters Glue seem to be the preference 
when it comes to planking.  All agreed that it was 
also essential to bend the plank prior to gluing.  
Basswood bends very easily after being soaked for 
just a few minutes in water while other woods such 
as Boxwood, Cherry, and Swiss Pear tend to be more difficult.Joining the fleet this month was Lee Green’s 
Armed Virginia Sloop.  What was interesting is that Lee’s AVS and the Longboats are the same scale.

The highlight of the day was a great Silver 
Solder demonstration provided by Mike Lonnecker.  
Mike discussed types of solder, tools needed to silver 
solder, and the safe and proper procedure required 

while soldering.  The demonstration was followed by 
hands on practice by members of the group.  Thanks 
for the Great work Mike.

 
There are 2 kits still available if you would like 

to participate.  Please give Bob Riddoch a call at 
(619) 243-9810 if interested.

Our next get together in scheduled for 12 
January at 1030 am.  Until then, work at your own 
pace and have fun.

You can also follow us at Model Ship World 
using the following link:

http://www.modelshipworld.com/phpBB2/
viewforum.php?f=75
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Treating Rigging or 

Mind Your Own Beeswax! 
 

The following comes from Seaways Subscriber List. 
 

Jean Therrien asks: 
 

    Why and how do you use bees wax on rigging?   

Should I use bees wax or Antiquax original wax 

polish, and why wax. Secondly how do you apply it? 
 

Mike Graff responds: 
 

Why use beeswax: 

 

- It coats and protects the thread 

- It is nonvolatile and will stay on the thread a LONG 

time 

- It tends to slightly darken and enrich the thread 

color 

- It knocks down and keeps down thread fuzz and 

frizz 

- It slightly stiffens the thread 

- The process of waxing works the thread to 

reduce its stretchiness work out curl introduced by 

spooling or coiling the thread work out some of the 

twist in the thread 

- It makes the thread just a bit tacky and easier to 

work with 

- Snugged down knots on well waxed thread tend to 

stay tied and resist working loose. 
 

How to apply beeswax: 

 

-- Pull the thread across the wax cake 2-3 times while 

holding one end and then the other to load wax on the 

thread surface  

-- Slowly draw the thread across a lighted (and 

therefore hot) light bulb - the goal is to melt the wax 

so it soaks into the thread 

-- Pull the thread across the wax cake again, 2-3 times 

in each direction, giving it a small turn before each 

pass 

-- Heavy thread will need a little extra wax while 

light/thin thread will be fine with a bit less wax 

-- IF the light bulb step leaves wax on the bulb, 

THEN you're putting too much wax on the thread in 

the first step 

-- IF the light bulb step generates smoke THEN 

you're either moving too slowly or the bulb is to too 

powerful (50-60 watt bulbs are just right) or both. 

 

DANGER  

WILL ROBINSON!!! Why	  We	  Should	  Be	  Wary	  While	  Shipmodeling	  By	  Chuck	  Seiler	  	  
    Remember the old Lost in Space TV show 

where the robot would warn little Will 

whenever danger came out of nowhere?  I sure 

would like to have something to warn ME of 

unexpected danger.  Our hobby has unexpected 

dangers aplenty.  Most people use appropriate 

safety gear when working with power tools; 

saws, drills, etc. ..fewer than should, however.  

Some of the adhesives and finishes we use are 

quite toxic and must be used in a well 

ventilated area.  Similarly, spray paining and 

machine sanding could cause respiratory 

hazards.  Even the woods we use can be toxic, 

particularly the exotic ones.  Ingestion or 

inhalation of these wood products could cause 

illness or worse.  Use care when building that 

masterpiece.  Think safety!! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I anticipate a ‘rebuttal article’ from 

Mike Lonnecker next month on “Why 

you should NOT use bee’s wax.” 
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7GuilD MaSTer’S Corner
b y  R o b e r t  R i d d o c h

I would like to take the opportunity to wish everyone a Happy New Year 
and hope you all had a safe and prosperous Holiday Season.  

As we head into 2013, there are a lot of items on our plate as a Guild.  
Elections are just around the corner, the County Fair is a few months 
away, the model ship survey is ongoing at the museum, and our Inaugural 
Community Build is in full swing.  

One of the items we are looking to expand on is the growth of our 
Newsletter.  Coming next month there will be a “Sell, Swap, Trade” section 
and we will continue to give you a blast from the past with old Newsletters.  
We are also looking for contributors for “Tips and Tricks” as well as any 
article that you might see fit for the group.  We would also like to see more 
hands on demonstrations during meetings.  Maybe you’re an expert at coiling 
rope or seizing a block, we would love for you to share your knowledge with 
the group.

We are also looking to bring more plastic and paper modelers back to 
the group.  Please pass the word at your local Hobby Shop about us.  I have 
posted flyers in the local shops around San Diego but maybe you know of a 
bulletin board we can post to that will attract attention.

I look forward to some great modeling in 2013 and hope to see you all on 
Wednesday the 9th for our January meeting.

We have a few items to auction so bring some cash.

                                   Bob Riddoch



The next meeting will be

Wednesday, 9 January 2013

aboard the Berkeley at 6:00pm.

Californian.
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