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Notes From February Meeting 

The February meeting was called to order at 8:00 on board the Star 
of India. In that only a few members were present at the opening it 
was felt that the slide show provided by Bob Wright should be postponed 
for some future meeting. The remainder of the meeting was ta.ken by 
general discussion a.�d greeting late arrivals •. Approximately 30 
members were present by the close. 

Models Present: 
Doug McFarland 
Vic Crosby 
Meeting Time 

Cabin Cruiser 
President Lines Freighter 

It would be appreciated by all members present that members 
recognize the meeting time as 8:00 P.M. on the 3rd Friruzy of each 
month. Meetings on most occasions will be aboard the Berkeley. 
Please be prompt. 
March Meeting 

Bob Wright has agreed to share his slides and taped tour of the 
HMS Victory and Cutty Sark at the March meeting. From Bob's 
discription the Cockney guide is quite cplorful and informative. 
Bring A Model 

The motto of the guild has been "Bring A �fodel". Tilrm out-,:over 
the past few months has been poor. One of the positive aspects of 
this policy is that it gives all parties present an opportunity to 
learn about a particular vessel, vessel type and/or model. For some 
it may be a model they want to build sometime in the future. For 
others, a model from the past which sparks thoughts and ideas which may 
help the modeler with problems. So come on 6L2Ys, let's help each other 
out-BRING A MODEL---or two if you oa.�. 
Craftsmens Corner 

To bend wood household pure ammonia works wonders. You'll need a 
length of PVC pipe and caps. Cap one end of the pipe and fill with 
ammonia. Put a muber of strips in the tube, cap, and leave overnight. 
When you come back you will find the wood very plyable. Simply pin 
into the disired area or shape and let dry. When the piece is dry glue 
it into place. On thin pieces that still have a tendency to crack as 
you bend them, try pulling the bend with a piece of tape the length of 
the strip. 
Trouble Shooting 

A prospective member, Vice Admiral Mckee, is about to start the 
Blue Jacket kit of USS �earsar.ge. This is one of the original Blue 
Jacket kits and leaves much to be desired in detail information. 
If anyone has any information i.e. Nautical research articals, books, 
etc. the information would be appreciated. 



************* 
SAN DIEGO SHIP MODELERS GUILD 

Elected officers 
MASTER: Bill Benson 
LOGKEEPER Bob Crawford 
PURSER: Dave Smith 
STEERING Bob Brad,y - Doug McFarland - And,y Anderson 
COMMITTEE: 

redacted 
redacted
redacted

MEEI'INGS: 3rd Friday of each month a 8:00 FM aboard BERKELEY 
ME.."1BERSHIP $6 .oo per year for members of the Mari time Museum 

DUES: Association of San Diego; $12.00 for all non-members. 

Name: 

Out-of-state resicents may join for $6.oo.

SAN DIEGO SHIP MODELERS GUILD 
1978 Membership Application 

Phone: ______ _ 

Mailing address: 

Models completed; Models building: 

Please list� areas of modeling you feel you hove reasonoble exprtise. 

Please indicate your interest in the following by YES/UO,/MAYBE: 
General; Kit ___ ? Scratch-;.... ___ ? or bo_th ? 
Hulls: So1,id __ ? Plank on frame • _? Fiberglass ? 

U Use: Static displa_y ____ ? Operating ? 
P Propusion: Period sailing ____ ? Type of rig•: ? 

Engine powered ____ Steam ____ Electric ? 
Other -? 

Are you a member of the Maritime Museum Association?? _______ _
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From the August, 1977 Binnacle 

Memberships 
La.st months issue was to have been the last but I have a feeling 

many of you have simply forgotten to mail in your dues. O.K. guys -
time's up - Last issue - PAY UP! 
MAC'S Show 

The ninth annual Model and Crafts show (MACS) will be held April 
28-29. Events include Dealer seminars, public contests, and indoor/ 
outdoor demonstrations. La.st years show was most informative with 
representatives from most major manufacturers. The models in the 
contest were excellent but I'm sure the Guild members could do better. 
How about some representatives from down south? 

SAN PEDRO STORE KNOWN AROUND WORLD 
. ., Ship Supplier Keeps as Much as He Sells 

BY CHARI£, BILLINGE& But half of what-you see is not for
,,_. staff wrttar : sale. 

During the filming of a sequence ."It bothers people like Sylvester
fo th vi "F I s T " th San Stallone when they spot somethingr. e mo e · · • · · on e the.,.d· like and find out it's not forPedro waterfront, a ship supply store J · 
caught the eye of actor-producer Syl- sale," admitted Norb Cupp, 54, an em-
vester Stallone. ploye of-Southwest Instrument for 30

Stallone entered Southwest In- · years and co--0wner since January. 
strument Co., at 235 w. 7th st., spot- "But that's the way it is." 
ted a whale harpoon on the wall and The out.standing ship models, for
said he wanted to buy it. example, are not for sale. 

"Can't sell it," declared Steve Mois- Cupp and previous owner Dewey

. "He says lie will come by some day­
for his watch. It will be here waiting
for him." 

There's one wall in the nautical
store filled with chronometers
dropped off for repair by ships in port
.here. Some were left monthl ago.
Others several years ago. 

"It has always been the policy of
Southwest Instrument to wait for the
ship to come in, no matter how long lt
takes." CUpp sald. 

en. 30, co-owner of the store. France, who retired early this year 
. "I'll gi� you $300," Stallone said. after running the place for 30 years, He told how actor George Brent ,"Nope," MoCsen replied. "The har- are soft touches for ship models. brought in his yacht's chronometer ·

poc;m Isn't for sale at any price." "We buy 'em but don't sell 'em," for repair. . Souiliwe&t instrument, a landmark CUpp sald with a laugh. "He didn't come back ior 30'years. •
fn San Pedro for half. a century, is half · Wal.ls and drawers are filled with Then one day the actor showed up 

. � _ sales ouUet, half memorabilia of the - chronometers, clocks, sextants and and said he had remembered drop-
se&· eollected by present., and past. . ,. ·ocher-· instruments left for repair by ping off the chronometer years ago.
owners. . ,:, : · , .,,.•,,:,f�,. :_:· .:,._, shipsvisitingLosAngelesHarbor. -,, �e�ond�dif bysome slightchance· -k- •: ·· · · '' ,, · ·· ,,� · ·• t.'upp reached into a drawer and._'� 1t might still � there. . The nautical store is known to sea- · . · . . .:; . "Of course 1t was, hangmg on the
fam-s around the world. "·. plucked out an envelope �ontaiJlillg wall with the others," CUpp recalled. 
· It boasts one of the largest collec- i· ··the workings of an expens1ve pocket.. . In the basement, Anita Moisen, lions of nautical books in existence- : ��xh.. eaf l ft this for re- . wife of co-owner Steve Moisen and46,000 volumes-as well as one of the young 8 arer e ned • · daughter of former owner Dewey DlOlf. complete collections of naviga- • � 8rfrtl��� �� :'da1m :• . France, handles the sale of 10,000 totion charts anywhere. · �: · la,,.,.. e · w still ' 15 000 nautical charts each monthThe store is stacked wall to ceiling· He's ac:.d i:: :1° U::io �

e,
" . co�ering all the oceans, ports, islands, 

:0���1::n:�r:.
s, br�:::: � sald. :�rble rivers and seashores of the .

:=..":��hs ,::_,Jjf;'�,,� •:�·. �8:�ar!:t&�ves-
,•. • •.• . . ·: �. .· * 

� -� ":<I':'.,.. ;.,.,'; t""· .. ·; ,,,_ /1 ��;,,��i�: ·";: .
. __ 'hr,.,_.,. ,:,;i..1:--;/ .. �, .. ,;:· "'·,l'(�. -�� ... .:.t. 
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Appended below is a table to provide accurate measurements 
for the sizes of rigging on models, but it can also be used to 
apply to timbers or spars. The first column gives original diam­
eters; second column - circumferences; and the other three columns 
the scale equivalents in one-thousands of an inch for 1/8", J/16 N 
and 1/4" scales. 

Original Size of 
Ropes or Timb�rs 

£1ameters in lDcbes 
1/2 
J/4 1 
1-1/h
1...-1/21:3/42
2-1/4
2-1/2
2-3/4
3
3-1/4
J-1/2
3-3/4
44-1/4
4-1/24-J/4
5 5:...112 
6 
6-1/2
7· 7.-1/2. 
8 

Circum. 
1.57 2.35 
J.14
".I Q '"' 

r.",,) �.71 
5.5 6.28 
7.07 7.85 8.64 
9.42 

10.21 
11.00 
11.78 
12.57 
13.35 
14.14
14.9215.71
17.28
18.85
20.42
22.00
23.56
25.13

Scale Diamet�rs of Ropes or Timbers 
1/8 
.0052 
.0078 
.0104 
• OJ.J
.016
.018
.021
.026
.028
.029
.031
.034
.036
.039
.042
.044
.047
.049
.052.057 .063 
.068 
.073 
.078 
.083 

3/16 
.0078 
.012 
.0156 
.020 
.023 
.27 
.031 
• 035
.039
.043
.047
.051.055 .059 .063 
.066 
.070 
.074 
• 078
.086
.094
.102
.109
.117
.125

1/4 
.0104 
.016 
.028 
.026 
.031 
.036 
.042 
.047 
.052 
.057 
.062 
.068 
.073 .078 
.083 
.089 
.094 
.099 
.104 
.115 
.125 
.135 
.146 
.156 
.167 

A good idea is to "mile" the rigging, rather than guessing at the sizes. Many a fine model has been spoiled. by poor gradu­tions of the rigging. Therefore, a few, minutes "mi:tir.g" and 
labeling each spool of rigging thread with the scale size and ac­
tual s 1 ze will pay off. When you need a certain size rigging, ... you Just go to your rigging loft. 

Here is another good idea for you. On a board, 1/2" x 2" x 6" drill holes along the front to cortespond to the various rig­ging sizes. At each end, put up perpendiculars like a roller 
towel rack supporting a 3/16" dowel. Insert ;your various spools of thread on these two dowels and lead the thread through the respective holes. 



From the August, 1977 Binnacle 

3nlvrr-5@M(erted S�np M«»�r] fnum,gs 
A: WII' «trv 6-'s (llf/ � .sptrir;I eruifJmmt rn nmlfri OS JhOW/1: 

A/niJol Blow Tordt. Cet � /Jmrtl, cy;m,t«t lj'� Jwwse .self·odwted t.tirrl!es Cf1/Jtlot /Je (onttrJl/ed �j (lfl(/ wi/1 lllli Wlt't "�" tiltti /4, I"'" 
_yo;,, a-'"'!!:JI abld to'moia1�·

7� , · Si/�er Soltkr 
11 1/. comes n wire, rdJ/x:111 or .s/Jttt -famt. 'lJ,r« 

sr;,va� /ltrM oft� lattu will �tUt q_J('(lr. Snrp .1n pier:rs a,out_ this��- :··. •.: ... 
f'/v..r A � .rt1Dflf /1¥1 of· "Tww,tr /11� 

• I -7-• Bonu mu«/ /flit/, wllfer 111 tiSf/1/ffl" doti �ff well. 1Jip (hr
!"'rt, ;, tM .JO!ytiM /dare-�

/leqrtlt. A · Iii?' /Jrki of diatMl«t'lJUS eart/J <Y . 11 b/O(k of l''u111111C·e or cJ11mMI Cflll 
M um/ for II l,e,ortl,. 

St't of 111�/s, � to/"'rerl, runn'!!J f,., %i to Jt, di<T//1der ::-:iii��������;;-7:;-:

i �se '1!!!! l,e tu/Tl(!(/ <YI o � frrm C ;, 
· <iii/ IOfl sud The /Jlrxle of a /e11<i!!J h1
· PM!ts r,, C¥«!/e11t mandrel for r�'!5111rr IHYK.

. �r ttds nt'Mtri fHt': ./e,,u/'J' mud sqw, J�wd:rs screw
.JJlm. srt of S�s pitter11 ft/es '. J11ips,/J/ier.1 <ll1d tw�r.s in;rar10VJ SIZ�s • .s/111(/1/ nse, l,m,,/_rise, l'n .,.ise, et�

In most 'ctmJ, C'Ol'f'H is svfftc1en!!J Jtr� /r;r ftttl!!J$.�t COf'l""r III Yariovs thickneSsts tkreM snouJi /,e al,tqi�a. If� .dnf!!tr met4I 1� l'f'llli'M v� JJMY er lfKJtJt'I. .llr11SJ /J11s /lJO low a mtlt!:J. �mptratvre for &rd solrlw,!:y 
. � 

1o straiJhten metal stl-if, /;qy'5 cut it ftr1111 .sket wit/,� l"'ir qf Jllip: Am«,/ Jr lk!ot5 t.o ml /Jeat in tore!, f/qme.anti q//ow -t,o cool. fut one end 1n YI� ,.JrrtSf' qtJ,q with jKlt'rs, (lllff !"'II vntJI /Ilda/ .,tl't'tcl,t::-------� 

SlijJ the /Jqnd on the smq// entl �f_Jovr_ 11111ndrd <1lld force ,tf I.If t/Je ·tqper, stretci115 it v11t1( tlJe. clesired i:/Jameter n<11 iJee11 oiJtl1111ed __ .
,- - - j. MMtiiiijijuiii 9HN!�VIf Amil refv.ses to stretch f11rther. J/Jf' 1t of.I qt1fi at111t'tll. If it 

�ts· stvcl< on 111(111(/rel. loosen }J' tQ/l'!f!j !!JI'� with l,qnvqc.
� 

//' °'!fY one ;J'e 1°J 1:rv1rerl, 1/J't this .retvp: G1� . 
. the strif a sharp /Jend so tlm it• w,/I !!J e5e-

� wise. AJ ® alternate, . /Jend the strtp 1n the 
,J sha� of the (!jvre '6 ·, solder the �hutt. strrtch en the man/rel. bend � e;-e at 5nt '!!Jles and /ini,lt �

When Jot! /Jove to mole a 111moer of /Juntls the S4mf!' s1U, cvt t� strip and onneq/; 1W·IUJ1M1111,nijjr@uilllil"ml1tMmmr1@m1i1on1■ w,iK/ it (]/'Ol/na the shonk of a twist dnll of de.S1ieo' o'Ji7meter, ,. 
,l'i' ,t elf <lnd Jqw or snip off eac/, tvrn 

lwna' tl10f!!jh to maire ,:r bvtt Jomt, str",!jhten on ma�/. 
� 

To ma/rt q DOIYS/Jrlt cap, form a band tlte J�t of the l,owsprit � and OM the diqmtttr efjhhown. � �er tk two t.!Jtfkr, �� notl!!j that one of � VRful cJ,qrocteri.ttks oF �l�r!!!f· is that once a 
joint is so/tiered, it h vnlilr;j to �ome vn#�lr dvr!f!! subservent solden}!j _ operatiOIIJ. �t. solder reinfon:1!!J 
strF. a/05 sides·· � ;-w � and t:Js for e_yes: 

L-=:;c..- .Ort/I or punch /Joles in !!!Js. and Ille 113
1-==--- � th� fm,.shei form. ..J 

_..I!, -

� 
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. To -ma/re a topmast ca,.o, t11rn out o« rovnd txuxf the diameter of t� tol!Jallant most � and another srvare OM to fit t°tmast hear/, VSi!!J sr11are sectionedmandrel f'or latter ,� Solder the CH-t1 tf!jether�� and then 'iolier a reinforci_!!J_ strap {o eacl, side, tllrni_:!J ovt tile after end for an !!le- f411 
� .Drrll holes in !::Js ror :1e.s, and finish }:,r "'ff:!J· 

�lfj 
'lo make a lower ,..1ard t� hand, bMd a strip to flt the loWf'r most: and solder a ti-shaped cllp to it. �-� After sho/''.!!J _ Ol1 mondrtl, solder to a flat f'"ece� of mt'tol,<,�),,� then ftx another to itto make a sort � of sandw,cl, with the banrl 111 the middle. JJrill and file ovt the hole. and com­; A.__/ /lete aJ below:� �-

--=-,, - - � ,I 

A lower moJt cal' 1s (aiJricated m m11ch the J<Jme WVJ- Ha!fe a oan<i the size of the lower most. on­otller the dmmeter of the topmu�. ano' srKder � two to• !/ether �--� Nut af/J,r 1:J.s for yes and .solo'er'-- to a flat piecc-. ·C '4\-�� Solder' qnothc-r l°'ece on top, and / :_ 1'1 ·�cvt ovt holes. Ftle aw'!! 4L-Gf -:::: -.__,¾.""""=""'. e,tuss metal vntil JOV hove·-------
:�/�·
�

Make a lower topsat! Jard crone out of two stnps '"t from rather hea.:J J:/!!jetal r:::;;:, Bwel an e!!Je and solder. - � Bend, drill. and file to shape. . --� and round off forward end to fd sre · The o;semb!ed fttt'!!J sho11/d look /i/f.e this
11 

To make a .!,f:_01/ !Je _!Jin block, make. a lxJnd of appropriate J1ze -� and flatten tn nse. '.}- - jBend a U-shaped strlf' of same width and solder two pieus at 1:!Jltt °!!fies. /H lJnll for sheave l"n and/Joo/r. Tvrn 011t a s�r� {!!_i; and q hook, 1 andassem/Jle. · f I. -;�.
--& �Note: After each soldm:!J operot1on. Jomehaw will �- fovmf ,_Slazed to the work. It con he removed!;Y w,re brushif!J or " soal<!!!J piece. tn fm/, water far <T day or so 

A lower Jard truJ.S assem!!!J: From a piece of hea!l ,.J115e sheet copper, saw and !ilethe cranse iron, and heflfl to .sltape. g M1J.lc€1 a slt!!J _yol<e f,\ and f'ovr $ f!/11 bonds Ii,ftt the middle of · the yard with o ;am ftt. On ___,,each /Jond solder lifJS to toke oiJovt> fiUi'!JS- ,' )t Fi(e ovt a bolt � ond assemble. "ti 
( 

The 11J11al ,3oosenecl< fitt'!!J on the end of aboom consists of a forked iron inletted into t� tHJOd In order to mdl<e the work eqs1er, tg t/71-5 do�: 
-"'---Sow o cvt 1n the end of the boom. - -

r-:::::t / Toke a sllf' of �._�_,,.,, .......
: L metal the thickness of th, .sow kerf, 
-slot the end and solder m a piece at 0Jh�les. /}rilland /tie tills pec.e to form an ye � � -/and msert work into .Jaw cvt Ori/I ' 

}--) 
�·: ': ' + 

holes, and drive thr� tiw, pn� and /1/e p,«e to .Jha,Pe of /:JOltm. Fashi'-on two ixll7ds co fit Of1d drive on so os to cover ends of fins 
(::� E;G;: 

Solder o U-shoped clip to the end of a rod, drill tot�tile ..3oose neck ;m, and fintsh: 
1 ;y) Next _ make a mostband with a f,tt'!!J on tts of- :J ter side to toke thesooseneck, and a clam!° on its forward side

.The fo,-:10,:5 sl;�-s o�· a fe:✓ ol ¢,?e t}'la::,yfit t'!!.!P ne�ed m .Jhtj) model work whose constr11ction tJ facilitated .!!r the 11se of hard, or silver, solJe,·. The finished fdt'!!Js can be improved m 011pe(lrance '!!! silver ploti�, /Jvt 1/ tly are to /Je fX""nted OYer, t"!, need o'!!)' be smooth ft!ed._ff f11rther mformatton 0/1 sliver soldeni!J isdesired, the reader 1s referred to C N Lo:yri&s clasJic­book • The 'Cv!!J S<lrk': a st"if of _winch will help the /Je-._Jinner not of!!! _ m the art of sil11"-solder'!!J, bvt tn most: f/Jqses of' shj model lxllldi!!J 

( 6) 

J W Sc.,y�, USN . 

ft f .,,. ';,tit -l'J,i 
11 � " · • �1;, ,/0/f '°c >, "f',11-< /' ·, , ;_ "'- &_.,t :� 1J?c_-, ;i, .. ' 

I) ,t :. �t, ___ A,.___f\___,1i r. 


