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Notes From May Meetins

The meeting focused on the uncerwater photos and movies of the
Monitor off Cape Eaterus.

Ancy Anderson reported that he will have drawings zoon for Lzngley
and that space is available at the ireoscace museum for the ccmmittees
use while tuilding the mocel.

It was moved that the club sponsor the Eecond Annvel San Diego
Ship liocelers Guild Radic Control Regattaz in Zeptember. Anyone
interested in helping out please ccntact 2ill Ze=nson.

It was also suggested by Dick Little thz% our next meeting e a
photo nigrht. ZEring your camera and/or mocel,

Models Present:

Bob Pranka Leon Pictures

Bob Crawford
311l Z2enson
Vic Crosvy
Doug !lcFarlana

Bob Ross

Lou Harmaling
Royce Privett

Rattlesnake

Egg Harbor

4 Pipe Destreyer
Norske Love

42! Sport Tisher
Duke (Steam Tug)
HiS Victory Section

Mlodel Shipweys Kit
Scratch

Ship in Bottle
Billing FOF Xit
Sterling Kit {&C)
Scratch Steam (&C)
Corell Xig

Fhoto Nicht

Cur next meeting will be Fhoto Night. If you have any eguitment,
backdrops, lights, light meters etc. or models you would like close
up photos or portraits of please bring them to the meeting this Friday,’
June 15. Cur July meeting will be the Summer Party, and it would benice
to compare photos. If you have a2ny questions contact Bill Zenson
(/ledacted/) or Bob Crawford (/ledacted/)

Craftsmans Corner

To make that celicate scrollwork carving on trailboards and transoms,
get some Grumbachers or Liguitex artist model paste and a larse nycvocdermic
type glue gun from your local hobby dealer., With a little practice
“cake decorating' very realistic resul‘s can be attained. The cdried
paste carves and sands well and after painting it blends well with tke
rest of the structure.

Good lews
Irom the Shipcrzft Guild of liew Yorx see the enclosec letter on the
nex: page.
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P.S. The above will answer your query about MSB Whar is
this about Scale Ship Models going out of ou51ness? I just
a renewal form for my subscription, I will hold up renewing
until I hear from you., Re your cuery fcr U.SC.G llghtsbl”
tell Radford Franks try writing to: U.S.Cozat Guard(G ENﬁ/6u)
Washington,D.C. 20590
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CALIFORNIA CRUISE
by Doug McFarland

At the May meeting it was decided by a nearly unamious vots that the dinner cruise
zboard the barkentine CALIFORNIA be scheduled for Saturday, August 1i. Therefore,
the ship has been reserved for that date and I will start taking reservations at
the June meeting. Reservations must be accompanied by the $12.00 per person fare
and, as in the past, there will be no refunds. If vou can't make it you will have
to find your replacement. Also, I still need a volunteer for the food coordinator.

LAKESHORE GARDENS REGATTA
by Doug McFarland

This year's first regatta for scale models can only rate as semisuccessful, I'm
sorry to report. Even with the promise of a free breakfast (which was absolutely
delicious) only ten people turned out with either static or R/C models, and two

of them weren't club members. I can only hope that it was the poor weather and
short notice that kept people away (and maybe we'll give the gas crunch some credit
-~ too0). “There certainly was no lack of enthusiasm on the part of the spectators there
and everybody.seemed to enjoy themselves. Although he couldn't make it in person,
Bob CRAWFORD sent along one of his excellent static models to display. The people
at the park were most disappointed, however, that there were no submarines or large
warships represented. Below is a 1list of all those who participated.

R/C

Bob Ross 42' Sportfisherman kit
Bud Dunn Tuna Clipper scratch
Doug McFarland 63' Chris Craft Cabin Cruiser kit
Mike Leeder PT Boat kit
Val Peterson 48" Halibut Schooner scratch
Dick Rice Seow Schooner scratch

Tug Boat scratch

2 Hasted Schooner scratch

STATIC DISPLAY

Bob Crawford Fletcher Class Destroyer scratch

Doug McFarland 70 Gun Ship-of-the-Line kit
SANTA MARIA kit

Bil1l Benson POLACCA - 12 Gun Xebec kit

Bob Ross 14' Hobie Cat scratch

Tom Hildebrand RCGZR B. TANEY kit

Vic Crosby Approx. 20 Ships in Bottles scratch

fEg g ©*+U.S.S. CONSTELLATICN TOUR
by Doug McFarland

1 have recently been having discussions  with PRC Russ B8elt concerning the possibility
of the club being allowed to tour the aircraft carrier CONSTELLATION. Russ is in charge
of maintaining all the survival equipment aboard the "Connie" and stated he would be
thrilled to show us around. ' The tour would take place on a Saturday afternoon. Cameras
will be permitted, sorry no children allowed. The sooner we take the tour the better off
we'll be as some areas of the ship will be torn apart for repairs soon. Check your dates
for the most convenient Saturday and let me know at the next meeting or drop me a note

at home. Also you can send your reservation for the CALIFORNIA Cruise to me at the

- following address:

Doug McFarland

/redacted/

San Diego, CA 92126
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History has followed the U.S.S.
MONITOR evar since the ironclad
"cheese box on a raft’”” was hastily com-
missionead on February 25, 1882. Al-
though the radically designed .warship
never had the cecisive encounter with
an armour-piated Confecerate vessel
Union leaders hopzd, the low-slung, tur-
reted ship gave its rame to a whcle
" class of" U.S. Naval vessels that con-
tinued to guard American shorss untii
the 1950Cs.

So it was particularly appropriats
that on January 30, 1975—exactly il
years after it first slicced down the ways
at Brooklyn, N.Y.—the U.S.S. MONITOR
launched the nation’'s Marine Sanctuary
‘Program when her - newly discovered
wreckage was designated as the Na-
tion’s first Marine Sanctuary, off the
coast of Caps Hatteras, N.C.

‘While har operational career -last-
ed just 10 months tefore she founcdered
- in gale-whipced seas, the MONITOR's
protected status within a Marine Sanctu-
ary signals the start of a second, equally
dramatic career as a national treasure,
a long-lost artifact ready to provide in-
sights and primary source cata to histo-
rians and archaeologists.

The Story of the MONITOR

The saga of the U.S.S. MONITOR
began in the tense early months cf the
Civil War, largely in response to the Con-
federate decision to convert the cap-
tured U.S.S. MERRIMACK into an ar-
mored warship. Nine days after Fort
Sumter was fired on, the Virginia State
Militia took over the Gosport Navy Yard
near Norfolk. The Confederate forces
discovered that nine of the 10 Union
ships had been burned or scuttled by re-
treating Northern troops.

The MERRIMACK, although
burned almost to its water line, was de-
termined to be sound below<ecks. By
July, 1861, she had been raised and in-
stalied in dry decks and conversion of

/

the hull into an ironclad structure began.

The MERRIMACK's burned superstruc-

ture was replaced by a two-inch-thick ar-
moured casement to house six nine-
inch cannons. A submergad ironclad
ram was attached to her bow, and the
rebuilt vessel was rechristened CSS
VIRGINIA.
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The U.S.S. MERRI'MACK before beino converisd
into the Confederais ircnclad ship the C.S.S.
VIRGINIA. (Courtesy of Century iilustrated Mcnthly
Magazire. XXIX, karch 18385)

visioned a ship with only 13 inches: of
freeboard, whose decks would be
awash most of the time. Engine, stor-
age, machinery and crews' quarters
were below dack. The "‘cheese box"
profile was cefined by a round, nine-foot
high, 21-foot ciameter revolving turret
amidships containing a -pair of 11-inch
guns. The entire vessel was covered
with eight inches of iron plate, including
a five-foot “'belt’ protacting the hull.
Pressured by the Navy, Ericsson
completed construction of the MONI-
TOR in just over 1C0 days, in time for an
urgent order from Secretary Welles' of-
fice to “'"Hurry her to sea, as the MERRI-
MACK is rzarly ready at Norfelk." With-
in two months the MONITOR was
armed, commissioned ancd was under
tom by a steam tug towards Hamgtcn

Onnada V/a and its historic cemb an-

mualo, vua., ts historic comeat

gageament. The MONITOR'’s lack of
speed and her tendency to slice through

General plan of the U.S.S. MONITOR showing tre ‘ayout of the living quarters, engine room, arid turret.

(Courtesy of Naval History Division, Navy Cepariment.)

News of the innovative Confeder-
ate plans was greeted with no small
concern within President Lincoln's ad-
ministration. The Union Navy consisted
largely of leased.sail and steam ships,
none of which carried any armor. Secre-
tary of the Navy Gideon Welles request-
ed, and promptly received, Congres-
sional authorization to build Union iron-
clads.

A special Navy Review Board ap-
proved three designs, including the rev-
olutionary plans for the MONITOR, sub-
mitted by John Ericsson, a Swedish-
born engineer. Ericsson’s concept en-

the waves, instead of riding over them,
made maneuverability at sea difficult.
As a result, she had to be towsad into
position. But, once there, the ironclad
could steam into battle on her own. The
MONITOR, in effect, was a floating gun
battery.

The MONITOR arrived at Hampton
Roads just before midnight on March 8,
greeted by the results of the VIRGINIA's
maiden naval encounter. the wooden
Union Frigates CUMBERLAND and
CONGRESS had both been destroyed,
and the MINNESQOTA, heavily damaged.

Six hours later, as the VIRGINIA



John Ericsson, the
Swedish-American
engineer and cesigner of
the U.S.S. MONITOR.
(Courtesy of the Naval
Protographic Center,
Washington, D.C.)

steamed back ‘o finish off the MINNE-
SOTA. the MONITOR closed on the Con-
federate irorclad. Fér more than four
hours, the two warships blazed away at
each other—often from point-blank
range. But beyond a few nicks and
dents, neither sustained any significant
damage. Their initial engagement could
only be called a stand-oii. The founder-
-ing MINNESCTA was savad frcm de-
struction, but there was littie doubt that
the Confederacy had established con-
trol of the James River area.

In a larger sense, however, a bal-
ance of naval power had been struck.
The MONITOR and the VIRGINIA would
engage each other again that year, but
never in earnest. As Icng as they re-
mained the only iron warships afloat
(both sides were feverishly constructing
additional ironclads), neither side was

Engraving depicting the rescue attermptin a storm
shortly tefore the U.S.S. MONITOR sank oif Cage
Hatteras, Nortn Caroiina. (Courtasy of “'Harper's

willing to risk another major encounter
that might prove more decisive. In May,
the VIRGINIA was cestroyed by her own
crew, and by mid-December, tha MONI-
TOR was under tow on her lzst fateful
assignment: to join the new ironclad,
PASSAIC, in an assault on Confecerate
defenses at Charleston, S.C. The MONI-
TOR never made it past Cape Hatteras,
N.C., where she sank in storm-raged
seas with 18 crewmen aboard.

The advent of the MONITOR clear-
ly signalled the end to wooden warships
in the U.S. Navy, and ultimzately croved
to be the precursor of 20th century bat-
tle ships. Over the next several dec-
ades, a total of more than 70 increasing-
ly more sophisticated mcnitors were
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Officers examining the U.S.S. MONITOR'3 re-
volving turret, one of its innovative features. Scars
received during the famous battle with th2 C.S.S.
VIRGINIA can be seen on the turret. (Courtesy of
Naval History Division, Navy Department.)

constructed as the bulwark of Ameri-
ca’s coastal defense. And, in fact, it was
not until 1937 that the last monitor was
de-commissioned by the Navy.

The MONITOR Today

Over the years, sporadic attempts
to locate the remains of the original
NMONITOR were confounded as ofien by
legend and rumors as by inconsisten-
cies in the historical log booxs of the
jronclad’s last tow ship and a steamer
that rescued most of her crew.

It was not until 1973 that the re-
searchers at Duke University Marina
Lab in Beaufort, North Caroling, through
an exhaustive anaiysis of Civil War navi-
gational records, were eable to recon-
struct the precise weather conditions
that sent the MONITOR to her grave,
and uitimately to pincoint a 70 sGuare-
mile search area. Employing highly ad-
vanced acoustic and magnetic sensing
equipment, as well as undarwater tele-
vision and still cameras, the scientific
search team was eventiually able to lo-
cate the wreck, lying capsized on a
sandy seabed in 210 fest of water, 16
miles south of Cape Hatteras.

In 1974 another expedition, aboarc
the ALCOA SEAPROBE, was successfui
in photographing the complete wreck.
This cruise confirmed that the wreck
was the U.S.S. MONITCR and allowed
a photomosaic of the wreck-to be made
which has been used as a guide for later
operations.

The State of North Carolina, hop-
ing to protect ard safeguard it from

. treasure hunters and irresponsible sal-

vage operations, nominated the site as
a Marine Sanctuary in September of-
1974. Seven months later NOAA desig-
nated the site as the Nation's first ma-
rine sanctuary and published rules and
regulations in the Federal Register (Fed-
eral Register Vol. 40 - Number 97 - Part
1). These regulations allow only transit of
vessels in the site without a permit.
Such things as anchoring, salvage and
recovery, diving, dredging, detonation
of explosives, drilling or coring, cable
laying, trawling and discharging waste
material are prohibited.

Applications for research permits
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Line drawing of the U.S.S. MCNITCR as she
accears today sncws tv/0 manrec submers.tles
SuCporing a icccut Sivar who is ratrieving a huil
ciate from the wreck. This cperaticn was part of
the NOAA/Hartor Branch Founcaticn, Inc. ex-

Fedition in Juiy 1977, {Ceurtesy of North Carolina _ -+

Civisicn of Archives arc History.)

at the site are first analyzed ty a Tech-
rical Review Committee and a Federal
Review Committee comprised of agoro-
priate Fecerai Agencies. The Technical
Review Commitiee is comprised of
authorities in the fields of nautical ar-
chaeology, naval history, conservation,
oceanography, geolcgy, maritime engi-
neering and salvage, physics, chemis-
try, metallurgy and naval architecture.
Review committee recommendations
are passed on the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Office of
Ocean Management for final action.
Since the time of designation as a
marine sanctuary, several scientific ex-
peditions have been permitied by
NOAA. The Monitor Research and Re-
covery Foundation, Inc. has conducted
cruises to cbtain oceanographic and
geolcgical cata and television and still
phoiography of the wreck. In July and
August 1977 NOAA in cooperation with
Harbor Branch Foundation, Inc. of Ft.
Pierce, Florida. undertook an expedition
to photograph, in stereo, the U.S.S.
MONITOR and to recover artifacts from
the site using marned submersiblesand
lockout divers. Two of the artifacts re-
covered included a 70 pound hull plate

and a brass marine lantern with a reg-
iens, possitly the U.S.S. MCNITOR's

_distress signal; the last thing sighted by

the rescue ship tefore the ironclad
slipped beradth the waves &n New
Year'sEvein 1862.

There is still a tremendous amount
to be learned about the wreck and its
surrounding environment. NOAA will en-
sure that whatever research that is con-
ducted at the site is for the purpose of
Gaining knowledge atout the wreck un-
der proper scientific and archaeological
supeasvision.

Additional information cn the Moni-
tor Marine Sanctuary may be obtained
from: ;

Director

Office of Ocean Management

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

2001 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20235

Sketch of the brass marine lantern with a red lens,
possibly the U.S.S. MONITOR's distress signai,
recovered near the wreck.
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Have a {>iend or neightor who is interested iz the Guiléd?
Eere!s a spzre application.

SAY DIECC SEIP MOIEI==S GUILD
1978 Memzership Aprlication

Name: Fhone:

Mailizs addsess:

Yodels ceapleted; Models Tmiliizgs

Plgase list any areas of modelizs you feel jou hove reascnobls exgr<ise.

Please indicate jouT inseress ia the rollewizg oy I1=s/N0/MAZ=z:
General; Iii ? Scxatcx ? or doth ?
Zulls: 2olid ? Plznk on {-aze . 7 Piterglass e

U Cse: Static displzay ? Cperaiing ?

P Progugion: Period sailing ? Type of rig 4

Sngizne powered Steam ________ NeciTic :

Cther —
Are you a semter of the Haritize Ausemm Asscclazica?

P2




(ST anaye fad ) IV L2
Tezsel lome Tyoe
Zuilders ifame
it ____ Scratch SoERNe! Erail) Plapiz"Eqll Glazs
Displey liocel Radio Contrel

Commentcs:

SAN DIBCO SZIF #

Vessel ilame

-

GUILD

Tyoe

Suilders lane

Xit Sexnatech Solid Eull

Plenk Zull Glass
Disvlay llodel Radio Control
Comments: -
SAN DIZGO SEIP HODZL GUIlD
Vessel Hame Type
3uilders Yame
Xit Scratch Solid Eull . & Elagic Gl Glass

Displey liocel

Radio Control

Comments:




Vessel llene Eigels
Suilders lame
Kit Scratch Solid Hull Plank Hull Glz=s

¥it Manufaciured Ey

.-

Fittings Manufactured Zy

Research:

Vessel Eistory

Plans:

Zrawvn By : Dated Obtaired rrom

Book Title: Author: Cbtained Irom:
Features:

Building Time: hrs.

Cemments:




