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In brief, if anvone sees a mode 1 sh1 P 

then h1s heart beains to beat 
and simultaneouslv with 
enthusiasm the thouoht arises 

taster 
th!: 

II CO 'j l d 
make something like that'' 

Usuallv it stoos at the thoucht, b•Jt 
manv go to work and after some time 
proudly exhibit their first model. 
whatever it looks like. 

Andre Veenstra 
HANDBOOK OF SHIP MODELING 

SPECIAL MEETING FEATURES AUGUST CRABTREE 
October 14, 1983, 8 PM 

. MARITIME MUSEUM 

NOT£: This is a wEEK EARLIER than normal 

The reason for meeting at a ·soecial time this month calls for a storv 
Back when was a iunior in hiah school, I went to Homer L. Fercuson Hioh 

School in Newoort News, Virginia. Homer L. Ferguson was the founder of Newoort 
News Shiobuildinq and Drvdock Company. We were known as the Ferauson Mariners 
because of being named after Mr. Ferguson and because of our back vard neiahboT 
(literallvl -- the Mariner's Museum. In mv vear there I made numerous trips to 

this great museum. While mv mother enjoved the Winslow Homer paintings. i w�s 
facinated bv the shio models, especially since in those days I built piastic 
models at a orolific rate. Mv visits out a dream in mv head like the one in 
our ooenina auote, to someday build a "real" ship model. The museum aift shoo 
sold a set of clans for OLD IRONSIDES, and I couldn't wait until could afford 
to buv them. (At that time I wa.sn't aware of what was reallv involved in 
building a CONSTITUTION and luckilv I never got the clans. 1 

It wasn"t until manv years later that I learned of the modeler who built 
manv of those models I had so admired as a vouth. Thus it is with great 
e!aarness that I oersonaliv look forward to our special quest at our October 
meetina, AUGUST CRABTREE, the builder of those models. Since those vouthful 
davs I have come to learn of his areatness as a shic modeler and carver. 
Recentlv I heard someone acclaim him as the Donald McNearv of of the United 
States, onlv to be corrected bv another modeler , "McNearv is the Auaust 
Crabtree of Great Britain 1 " 

Ve have a soecial treat in havina Auoust Crabtree with us. He is on 3 

tour visiting ONLY museum related groucs. This will aooarentlv be his on!v 
oresentation in Southern California if not all of Californi&. We as a Guild 
decided to financiallv helo our Maritime Museum bv iinanciallv co-soonsoring 
his visit with us. He would have been one of the museums's ouarterlv soeakers 
exceot for the wav the schedule worked out. (continued on nezt cage) 



This is the first time in over six vears that we have been able to formallv 
helo out the museum. He reoortedlv will have with him some examoles of his 
models and carvinos. Because this is such a special event. we want to issue an 
ooen invitation to anvbodv interested in shio modeling to come, so helo us oass 
the i.,ord. 

For those who don't know about Auoust Crabtree. he is orobablv the 
foremost shio modeler in our countrv. His exquisite collection has been willed 
to the Mariner's Museum. where thev have been on displav. He selected the 
Mariner's Museum after carefullv checking out manv of the major maritime 
collections. A few voars aqo, PBS put tooether a soecial TV show on Auoust 
Crabtree and his work. In watching that orogram I gained a great resoect io, 
this master of our craft. 

BRING A MODEL BRING A FRIEND' 

LOG OF THE SEPTEMBER MEETING 

Guild Master Fred Fraas called the meetino to order and introduced our 
ouests for the evening, Roman Yerema from World Video Productions. and visitor 
Bruce Jamieson. Bruce has worked with plastic forms and cases. and he invited 
anv member to use the shoo he has access to at work for mating olastic cases at 
verv low cost. He is at American Desion Inc. phone qz9-!995 at work or 
57S-1S50 .. at home. Bruce has joined the Guild and was verv enthused about 
becomina a oart of our oroup. 

We have ourchased a oublic address system for 5125 far use at 0ur 
regattas. Fred reoorted on the regatta in Long Beach. which was aa informal 
regatta with one run oer boat. Loren Perrv- was the top prite winner with 4 
troohies. According to the Shio Modelers Association Newsletter. there were 4� 
boats entered. includino 6 submarines. A seoarate categorv for subs was 
included for the first time. Fred and First Mate Rov Nilson reoresented our 
Guild at the reqatta. 

Under Old Business. samples of the name tao were passed around The taos 
themselves will be readv at the regatta. 100 of the guild medal ions have been 
made. Under New Business, an OK was oiven to Roman and World Video to produce 
a orogram on our regatta. The Guild also voted to aopropriate $100 for 
soonsorino a talk bv noted modeler Auqust Crabtree if he can come to s�n Dieoo 

For "Show and Tell." Bob 1hight brought in several cooies of PROCEEDINGS 
which aopeared to get scoffed up in a hurry at the end of the meetino Soecial 
n�te was made . of the feature article in MODEL SHIPBUILDER about Alber�'s 
RATTLESNAKE. Other models oresent included Doug McFarland's HOTSPUR 1,.•hich_ is 
oroaressing nicelv. Butch Harris brought in the kit he just obtained of the 
oas turbine oatrol boat K.D. PERKASA in 1 :32 scale. 

Other items discussed were uodates on the CALIFORNIAN. the RENDEZVOUS. and 
the arrival onlv hours before our meeting of the PRIDE OF BALTIMORE. We also 
talked about various methods of dving sails. 

The orooram oortion of our meetino consisted of viewino several videotaoes 
bv Roman. including a samole of the tvpe of program he might make for us usin9 
oast footaoe of some of our RIC models, and his international award winnina 
orooram. "The World of RC." Most of the seventeen oersons oresent took off t:-v 
10 om to c;iet home and see "Das Boote" on cable tv 1 
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PROJECT UPDATE 

YET ANOTHER SPECIAL EVENTI 

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY. OCTOBER 22. 1983, 9: 3 0 Al1. 
Arran9ements have been made for a presentation to our Guild of the CALIFORNIAN 
oroiect at Spanish Landing. Richard Miles will tell us all about the h1storv 
of the oroiect, the plans for operatino the ship. and of course evervthino we 
ever wanted to know about the construction methods. 

The construction is orooressino alono and director Steve Christman 1s 
confident all will be done in time for her to sail in the Olvmoics soectacular 
on Julv 4. The Quarterdeck whith its Great Cabin below is beoinnino to take 
shaoe, most of the deck beams are in clace, and clanking has beaun. Bv the 
time we have our oresentation. the deckino should be in place. The deckincr 
will be instaJled before all the clanking is comoleted in order to helo orovide 
o�otection durinq the rainnv season.

Evervone is invited to join us for this special cresentation. 

REGATTA REPORT 

Although this vear's regatta was not as extravagant as cast vears. it wa=­
one of some impressive models. Albert's RATTLESNAKE was a maier winner. with 
Loren Perrv's boats collecting crizes and "oohs" and ahhs." Both The 
RATTLESNAKE and the TITANIC were popular with the crowd. with the TITANIC 
takino the trochv for Best of Show. The TITANIC was verv imoressive iS it 
backed awav from the dock with a soundino of its horn. and then strains of the 
dance band drifting over the waves to shore, onlv this time TITANIC made it to 
her destination. <The icebero we ordered melted before it oot to the oond 1 J 

Loren also took Best of Show in the static categorv with his destrover USS 
VOCEL�ESANG. As is usual. competition from uo north took manv of our awards. 

We were also oleased to have several particioants from Arizona with u� 
Ed Haiqh and his son reported enioyino the reoatta despite beino plaoued with 
mechanical oroblems. Another Coocer Stater was in San Diego on vacation so he 
brouoht alono his cabin cruiser to run. And it was oood to see Rav Aaee �:ter 
corresoonding with him several times. 

The dav concluded with a fine potluck picnic with some oood food and crreat 
fellowshio. Loren Perrv went over to the fresh water cond bv the tower of 
Vacation Villaoe to run his TITANIC at nioht and to clean off his hull and 
orocs. I didn't get to see that but it must have been some sight for the 
tourists at the hotel! 

A Bravo-Zulu to Fred Fraas and Rov Nilson who did a areat job as reoatta 
commodores. If thev hadn't cut in the effort thev did we literallv would not 
have had a reoatta this vear. Thanks ouys 1 

Logkeecer Bi 11 Ke! Iv-Fleming 



1983 ANNUAL REGATTA RESULTS 

RIC OPERATION 
Vessel 
STEAM: 

Modeler 

no entries 

SAIL: 
1st olace 
2nd olace 

RATTLESNAKE 
SPINDRIFT 

ELECTRIC-MILITARY: 
1st olace USCGC MODOC 
2nd olace USS LONG BEACH 

ELECTRIC CIVILIAN: 
1st olace 
2nd olace 

TITANIC 
DeNADA 

JUNIOR MODELERS: 
1st olace USS SAN DIEGO 
2nd olace SHELLY FOSS 

STATIC 
POWERED MI[!TAR�: 
1st olace 
2nd olace 

USS VOGELGESANG 
PT--"LACK OF NOOKY" 

POWERED CIVILIAN: 
1 s t olace PANDORA 
2nd olace ANTEO 

SA IL CIVILIAN: 
1 s t olace CALIFORNIA 
2nd olace SANTA MARIA 

SPECIAL Aw'ARDS 
RIC OPERATING 

MODELER'S FAVORITE: 
RATTLESNAKE Albert L'Heureu1 
USS LONG BEACH Loren Perrv 

MOST POPULAR WITH SPECTATORS: 
RATTLESNAKE Albert L'Heureux 
TITANIC Loren Perrv 

Is t 
2nd 

1 s t 
2nd 

le /c BEST 

TITANIC Loren Perrv 

---

Ci t V 

Albert L'Heureux 
Dave Endert 

Steve Davis 
Loren Perrv 

Loren Perrv 
George Oliver 

Dave Manlev 
John Gomez 

Loren Perrv 
Steven Allen 

Bob Herrara 
Joe Bomoesiero 

Bi I 1 Kellv-Flemina 
Doug McFarland 

STATIC 

ANTED 
USS VOGELGESANG 

ANTEO 
PANDORA 

OF SHOW t Ir 

USS VOGELGESANG 

Powav 
L.A. 

L.A.
Garden Grove 

Garden Grove 
Santee 

Fountain Vallev 
L.A.

Garden Grove 
Garden2 

L.A.
San Di ecr o 

San Dieao 
San Di ea o 

Joe Bompesiero 
Loren Perrv 

Joe Bomoesiero 
Bob Herrera 

Loren Perrv 

-....., 



FROM THE MASTER'S DESK 

Heartiest congratulations to all of 
oleased to have the static modelers with us 

our winners We were e:=oec1aliv 
aaain for one-third of all entries 

were for static disolav. Even though we had no scheduled comcetition fer 
Sundav. manv modelers "from uo north" staved overniaht and came back to run 
aaain on Sundav. A fair share of our own also showed uc and the weather turned 
out to be oerfect. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who volunteered time 
and effort to make this regatta. a success. It takes a lot of hard work. crier 
olanning and oreparation to insure success. We received many favorable 
comments from those not directlv involved. but certainlv aocreciative 

Mate Rov Nilson deserves soecial recoanition for his single-handed effort:= 
in oroducina the sixteen first cl ace (and first class) troohies. Phil Hedlev, 
Mike Dorv and Rov worked hard and fairlv as iudaes Bill Kellv-Flem1nc did a 
bana uc iob of announcing on our new P.A. svstem in scite of the fact that he 
had to leave over the lunch hour to oerform a weddina. Butch Harris suoplied 
the new all aluminum launch dock as well as insuring our new name tags were 
readv to ao. To thos� and the others who assisted in settina-uo and outtina 
awav. manv thanks again. 

Clt<9UJS 

Master Fred Fraas 

It is good to 
this newsletter 

know that oeoole do read 
I have had several 

resoonses to various items I have run 1n 
the past. First thanks to several of vou 
who answered mv call for helo in locating 
the McCann materials on the Soanish 
Galleon. esoecially to Gordon Jones who 
ha.opened to have an extra cooy of the book 
to sell me 

Several of vou have challenaed some C, f mv 
statements. which I aooreciate. Sometime:= 
thinos do slip by and have wrono 
information. Other times more research 1s 
needed. Recentlv I have had some :omments 
about some of our tal I shio vi:=itors. 
name Iv the ESMERALDA and the JUAN 
SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO. Question one is over 
their classification. tocsail schooner or 
barkentine. In the process I have been in 
discusions over whether the RENDEZVOUS is 
a brigantine or a. herma.chodite 
bria.(continued next iiaoe) 



CROW'S NEST 'continued) 

Unfortunate!, manv of 
latter . the RENDEZVOUS 

mv sources tend to contradict each other. As to �he 

b r i a Accordino t 0 

souare-rigged forward 
brigantine as "1. a 

is officallv listed on her clans 
Webster a Hermaphrodite Brig is a 

and schooner rigged aft. Likewise 
two-masted ship differina from a brio 

st7uare mainsail. 2. Hermaohrodite brig." 

as 
two 

a hermaohrod 1 t e 
masted 11essel 

1,,/ebster 
in not carrvino , 

Now for the difference between a souare toosail schooner and a barkentine 
esoeciallv in four-masted vessels. I have seen several drawings which would 
indicate the difference is determined bv the position of the lowest of the 
souare-sail vards. If it is well above the fore-too. or where normal!, the 
:ore toomast would be stepped with the foremast, then it is a souare toosa1! 
schooner . because the lowest square sail is a toosail (as oooosed to a course) 

The other method is bv how the fore and aft sails iust aft of the foremast �re 
riaoed. If the orimarv and lowest sail is a stavsail, then it is a barkentine . 
but if this sail is bent to the foremast in either a marconi-ria or Qa!f-rio. 
then it is a sqare toosail schooner . Aooarentlv it is this latter method that 
has · been the acceoted one in the ouestion of the two sister shies . for the 
ESMERALDA is a barkentine as she is stavsail rigged. and the J.S. De ELCANO is 
a souare toosail schooner with her oaff-rio off the foremast. So u�less 
someone out there has further information on this matter . I stand corrected 

The other matter I was challenoed on was the height of these sister shies 
masts. On this matter I stand bv mv orevious information. Here is a list and 
height oi serveral of the well known and tallest of the ships accordino :o the 
best records I can locate. 

USCGC EAGLE 
AMERIGO VESPUCCI 
J.S. De£LCANO 
LIBERTAD. 
ESMERALDA 

(continued next cage) 

E. s- rn e ra.. I cl a_ 

265'10" 
2 6 9 ; 2" 
2 8 9 ' 2" 
3 0 1 ' 1 " 
3 0 8 ' 6" 

JS. 



CROW'S NEST <continued) 

Ve have a new look to our newsletter this month because I was able to 
down to use mv father's home comouter. It makes it much easier for me. and 
�ocearance is better Unfortunatelv mv schedule doesn't alwavs work to 
the scecial trio to inland Chula Vista With the soecial interest :r. 
October meetina, we are usina an expanded mailina list this time \,ie 
sending this to all those who have been members in the oast few vears 
h1ven't renewed because we believe thev miaht want to be a part of this 
soecial event 
Ve have several new members and address chances to re!)ort. 

Edward R Haigh 
/redacted/

Bruce Jamieson 
/redacted/

John Pioer 
/redacted/ . 

WELCOME ABOARD! 

Chanoes: 
Dave Manlev 
/redacted/ 

FROM THE MAILBAG: 

John McDermott 
/redacted/

iust wanted to drop vou a short letter savino 
how much mv son and I enjoved oarticioating in vo�r 
Scale Reoatta at the Model Yacht Basin on Vacation 
Isle. Loren Perrv's boats are the most imoressive 
RIC models we have ever seen, and as most of you 
members would agree verv stiff comoetition. 

FROM THE DEEP SIX: 
Six vears aoo--

.Static and RIC models from 
our ouild were used in a 
taoino of a Dina Shore Show. 

. Al L'heureux showed slides of 
models in a Paris museum. 

. B i I I Br own showed s l i des of 
New Enaland maritime sites 

Yours. 
Edward R. Haigh 

Five vears aoo--
.Discussion of a oroject to build 

a model of the LANGLEY for the 
Aerosoace Museum . 

.Movies of Al L'heureux's and 
Phil Hedlev's submarines 
were shown 

.Our first annual regatta was 
a or eat success. Gordon Wi !es 
of Encino and our own Val 
Peterson took top prizes. 

a et 
the 

ma l: e
0 TJ r 
are 
but 

11 er .... 



San Dieao Shio Modelers' Guild 
B111 Ke1Jv-F1emina - Loakeeper 
/redacted/

NOTICE: 
SPECIAL MEETING 
ONE \JEEY. EARLY 

TO: Fred V. Fraas /redacted/

-

SPEr.!AL MEETING DATE THIS MONTH OCTOBER 14 . ONE WEEK EARLY 
AUGUST CRABTREE IS OUR GUEST SPEAKER! 

MASTER 

MATE and PURSER 

LOGKEEPER 

MEETINGS: 

SAN DIEGO SHIP MODELERS' GUILD 
OFFICERS FOR 1983 

Fred Fraas /redacted/

Rov Nilson /redacted/

Bill Kellv-Flemina /redacted/

3rd Fridav of each month. 8:00 o.m. aboard 
Bark STAR OF INDIA. on the Orlop Deck. 
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MEMBERSHIP: Dues for Members of the San Dieao Maritime Museum• 
and anvone living outside of San Diego Countv - * 
$7.50. Non-Museum Members - $15.00. After Julv •
the dues are 1/2 for the remainder of the vear *


