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: Ulvsses speaks Z‘( g

I put forth on the deep and open ses
with but one ship and that small companv
Which unt:]l then had not forsaken me
Both 1 and thev were orowing old and slow
When we were come Into that narrow straiaht
Where Hercules once set his landmarks
To warn men not to venture farther
We kept our poop straight turned toward the morning
And in our oars had winos for our mad fliaht

Qo

- Dante, "Inferno"

TS Illustration bv Peter Spier In
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Our newlv-elected Master, Roy Nilson called the meetinag to order 2nd welcomes
one visitor and former member. Mike Anderson In his opening remarks Master Nilson
reviewed the proaress of our Guild in 1983 coverina the high-liaghts and thanking

Mate Fred Fraas for his efforts as Guild Master in 1983

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The annual MAC Show will be held in Lona Beach on 28 and
April., again at the Lonag Beach Convention Center

Since no new or old business was 1ntroduced, SHOW & TELL was mnext on

meeting 2genda. Thirtv-seven members each introduced themselves and gave 2
brief on their current projects and problem areas. Doug McFarland exzplained
current proaress with HOTSFUR. Gordon Jones explained a few more useful knots not

covered at our January meetinag.
-Fred Fraas, acting Loogkeeper

NEXT HEETINd: MARCH 16, 1984 8:00 o m
BRING A MODEL -- BRING A FRIEND!

* % x x INSIDE THIS ISSUE * *» x «x

BILL BENSON HOSTS OPEN HOUSE Regular Features:
to see his model of ZUES "CALIFORNIAN" UPDATE
FROM THE CROW'S NEST
UP TO DATE R/C ROSTER News about modeis and from
the waterfront
"MODEL SHIPBUILDERS"” reorint. Part 11 TIPS FROM OTHER CLUBS

UPCOMING EVENTS
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I am werkinag on our Cuild Directorv. which wilil be a separate oublication thrs
vear { am 1ncludina [15ts of models on which each member has warked In thls wav
members can consult with others who have 2also worked on 23 particuiar vessel The
Shio Model Socletv of New Jersev has offered to let us vass 3lona their simiiar
roster which has similar informatlon, so ! hope to attach that te our roster It
ail aoes well. | should have copnies at our March meetina

in the "Last Laugh" devartment, in the most recent Issue »of MODEL SHIF BUILDER
3 letter writer comments on Albert's RATTLESNAKE . beina duelv 1mpressed bv the
serles of articles that have been printed 1n recent 1ssues He o0oes on to note thnat
1f the RATTLESNAKE mode! was operatina 1in 20-knot gusts., the scale equivalent wouid
be that of near hurricane torce winds In such a8 case. the writer sugagested that
Albert needed not an RC Captain. but a Chaplain! As 1t turns out, on the date of
those 20-knot gusts, I who happben to be 2 minister, was standina aionaside Albert
heloina him 1n his manuevers from my experlence as crew of the Briaantine
RENDEZVQUS Lest anvone think we didn't account for the torce of the wind. the
RATTLESNAKE was under greatlv reduced sall at the time

SUPPORT OUR SAN DIEGO MARITIME MUSEUM

Althouah we are all egcited about the CALIFORNIAN Project. our

own Maritime Museum 2also needs our

thelir uocoming events. reorinted f

support. Here are a few of

rom the MAINS'L HAUL

JOIN US FOR MEMBERS DAY—MAY 5

On Saturday, May 5, the Maritime Museum will conduct
the first Members Day as a behind the scenes presenta-
tion of the STAR OF INDIA, BERKELEY, and MEDEA. The
program will begin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude at 3:00 p.m.
The content will include tours, ship preservation discus-
sions, STAR OF INDIA movie, exhibit insights, and
demonstrations. Members are invited to bring a bag lunch
for a picnic on the weather deck of their favorite ship. Cof-
fee and soft drinks will be provided. Families are welcome.
Further announcements will follow, but please mark your
calendar now for what should be a fun and informative day.

RUMMAGE RUMMAGE RUMMAGE

The Star of India Auxiliary’'s annual Rummage Sale will
be held Saturday and Sunday, April 14 and 15, aboard the
BERKELEY. Please help us to make this a real blockbuster.
That stuff in your garage that you keep meaning to get rid
of —GIVE IT TO US. Those clothes in your closet that you
haven't worn for years —GIVE THEM TO US. That catch-
all cupboard in the kitchen (we all have one, right?), emp-
ty it out—GIVE IT TO US. Rummage may be delivered to
the BERKELEY front desk every day. If you need larger
items picked up, call Ro Keith at 565-2960. We appreciate
your assistance.

14

WANT ADS

Here's another chance to support your Museum with a
tax- deductible donation. If your are thinking of discarding
any of the following items, you can be sure we will give
them a good home.

Two-drawer metal file cabinet

Small microwave oven for crew’s galley

Two small portable electric vacuum cleaners with
attachments

Videotape VHS playback unit— 2" tape

Twelve sets of used black rubber foul weather gear

Twelve used Navy surplus blankets

(The last two items are for display in our new foc'sle

exhibit.)

WIN A RIDE ON MEDEA!

Find out what it's like to tour San Diego Bay in style—
enjoying an elegant catered luncheon on the deck of our
1904 steam yacht MEDEA. That will be the prize awarded
to the first ten members and their spouses who sponsor
five or more new members. This year's contest will end
October 1, and the cruise will be soon after that. Pick up
membership application forms at membership meetings
throughout the year or call the Museum office (234-9153)
for additional information or assistance.
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Bill s invitation to us airves us & chance to see this majlor project he hac recentiv

completed Soon atter this dispiav, the model will be deltivered to the Navv Department
in Washinaton D C The modei was burlt under contract from NASSCO, who buiit the broto-
tvoe The 69 1+2 -1nch hull 1s hallowed out of bass wood while the superstructure ;s
primarilyv arrcraft grade plvwood Amcng hi1s own custom made fittings 2re more than | 000
stanchions Bi1il savs that the most difficult part of the model 1s a 5 bv Z i/f4 inch 3eea
Plow ski1ff that 1§ mounted on the stern [ happened to be in his shoo 2s he was putting
the ttnishina touches of paint on this 1ntricate part that cont2ins over 150 brass
pleces You owe 1t to vourself to stopo by on the 24th and see thic ezcellent example of
our craft A mao 1s atven below rather than mv trvinag to agrve directitons {rom vairtous

parts of town
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The GLALIFORNIAN 1§ raoidlv approaching her launchn date and everv day shows—

additional orooregd The hull planking wae recentlv completed. ,calfkina 1¢ partialiy
compieted. and sandinoc to brino the hull to a smooth finish has beaun Her spars have
rrived s0o soon we should beagtn to see work oroaress 1n that area In onrder to make the

: isk of aetting oianks for the i1nner plankina and woodwork 1nsi1de the hull severai
4 : tisnks on the port side were shaoed and then removed. leavina an otentna thraoueh which to

l1de the lumber
Earli1er this week on one of mv reauiar trips to the site. ! saw a scene straitaght out
{ the past., 2 man with a salior's hat on, soortinag a fuill graving obpeard. smoikinag &

"n

sived stem D01De while paintina several wooden blocks. Onlvy a few vards from this

ene the more ntemporarv activitv of weldinag the fuei and water tanks was in
oaress

have been hearing that the launchino was still scheduied tor May 18, when tne

niohest t t the month occurs near midnight. However. on the tv news 23 few nights ago

i heatd rthat 1t has now been scheduled around sunset on Memor:ial Dav [ have " not

confirmed thts at press time. Following the launching. fitting out will dossiblv occur

3t the G Street Mole 3rea The S5AN DIEGO LOG has reported that the Nauticzl Hertitaae
Museum has submitted 2 prooosal to establish a "Fleet Base" sail training oroagram at the
old Navv Fleet Land:ina This project would tnclude berths for the CALIFORNIAN small
traininao boats, and and intermediate fleet of training vessels., olus a shore fac:iitv for
cl2ssrooms and otitres.

Several ot oui members have asked for & program at one of our monthiv meetinas from
the Speaker's Bureau of the CALIFORNIAN Froject. I am workting on l:nino thies uo for our

Aoril meetina

FR®M OTHER CLUES
From Northern NMew Jersev comes this suggestion given at one of theilr recent meetings dv
Jim Roeberts A useful rule for riocoing 1s don't over-rio That is, small-scale modeis
spould be more simplified in terme¢ of what 1s 1ncluded and what is ommitted. while 2t the
csther extreme iarge-scaie models mav allow real splices, saili gear, thimbles and rtette:

s21ls Also keep rigging line light, and remember that the overali effect will De
petter 1t 1t 1s all too liaght than all too heavy Trv to match actual color and texnture
2nd Jeneral apoearance Preserve vour model ri1gaing pv 2popiving @2 mixture ot beeswax 1n
turpentine to the ri1gaina lines betore settina up, but remember that anv dving of the
ilne must be done before 1t 15 waxed. Thanks to Jim and to the Shic Mode! 5Sccietv of

Morthern Mewv Jersev for this 1nput

i am finallv gettina thinas cauaht up after a2 many months of reorganizina mv [1fe 2frer
leavino mv 10b last summer As a result 1 hope we <can continue Dp25s1ng t1Ds itke the
itaove trom club ta club. How far 1 dot behind is evident from the red faces on mv oart
and on the oart of the Shipcraft Guild of New York. Somehow we slipoped off the:rr me1l:ng
i1st for the BINNACLE last summer. and 1t took me until Januarv to discover how {ona 1t
had been since 1 got an issue and then get around to Inguiring =2bout 1t Fecent
communications from Abe Tubman of the Shipcratt Guild and from Michael Heinrick of
Northern MHew Jersev. have been particularlv friendlv 1n encouragino this kind of exchange
of information I hope we can expand this network tn the nea2r future
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We hawve lots ot news zbout shipmodeiing 2n g
fiom the witerfront this menrth

bv meetina time. there will be < new mode! om
displav aboard the BERKELEY Dr William
Fredrick's model of the war siloop U .58, CYAN
15 1Ny o 30" =050 scale =z2nd 15 in the Naval

Historv ot San Diego section of the museum
tust to the left after vocu board the BERKELEY
The 132~-foot CYAN 1s important to our local
history ol oy willfy" %Y 1848 she landed a
detachment of marines 2at Old Town to i1d:5¢ the
first American Flaa 1n the ci1ty

We had a full harbor on March 3 Two merchant
ships were at anchor, a3 toaded buik carrter and
the emptv MINORITIEE PRIDE. which 1s UnQer
arrest under a3 complaint for loss and damaae to

a cargo of sulfer The sulfer was transfered

at sea te another ship after the MINORITI!IES

PRIDE began taking on water There was also 2
Canadizn reaistered briocantine of about 120' lenath. the BELLE BLONDE., tied up at the
fisherman's pler at the embarcadero She 1s steel hulled and has a large smokestack
am1dships Her foremast carries four vards At Broadwav Fier. three hiah endurance
cutters of the Coast Guard were moored, the SHERMAN (%720), the MORGENTHAU (#72z). and
hull w726 for which | did not get a name. Earlv 1n the week,. 3 crew could be seen on

the MORGENTHAU practicing all kinds of drills

The SAN DIEGO LOG had a feature story on Dwight Brcoks recently It seems he doesn't
know what small 15 Hi1s Tatest venture 1s TOOT TOOT, a 2é6-foat., 11.000 pound Tua boat
It 15 eauiped with all kinds of gear and a dersel enaine TGOT TOOT hz2ncs 2ut behind

the fitre station on Admiraltv Wav next to the Marina Citv Club 1n Marina Del Rev
Mavbe we need to put 32 limit sn the mazximum si1ze for models enterina our recattas:' !

Speakinag of regattas. I have word that the Fullerton group has rescheduied their
reagatta to the end of Mav, soiving the conflict 1n schedutina between our two clubs
We are orateful for their efforts in this matter . Also from Fullerton hzs come the
word that Jess Lauahlin passed awav. The duties of secretarv for that groun has been
turned over to Jack Elem, 601! Lemon H1ll Terrace. Fullerton, CA 92632 The editortal
duties for the Ship Modelers Association has also <chanaed hands., vassina from Richard
Mensir to Llovd Warner. Good luck Llovd., and feel free to use anv of our materiai

fhe 49450-foot cruise ship VIKINGC PRINCESS will begin operatina dzv crulses out of San
Diego beainning April o Operated bv Crown Cruise Line this Norweoian registered 70C
Dacssenaer ship will depart Aty 0% 310 a. m and return at $:20 om Sunday thrcuah
Thuresdav and from 8 pm to 3 a.m Fridav and Saturdav.

thanks to Bob Ross for donatina Fuller Auto Lease’'s copyinag capebilityies to this 1ssue

of cur newsletter

fIOUSING- Small stuff lashed across a hook
to prevent 1ts load from slipping off

Hoovk hal) moused; to be fimshed
with more turns ami a reef knot
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This 18 Part |1 of
a reprint from the 7/29-8/4
1976 1ssue of the READER
gbout our Guild

MOUEL SHIFBUILDERS

by Marcaret Chaster

Ther¢ is . mix of old weathered

faces and young, woolly bearded
men.. Some are retired merchant
seamian: somce have bheen i the
L evtida s s e LAt
sional modelers and l'mad-bound
hobbyists* but all have cxtensive
Knowledge of the ships.

At the monthly meetings they
can trade information on their
problems: “I'm having trouble
finding where the chain slings go
on my ship.” The chain slings
were a safety device put on the
spars to use in cuse the rigging
fuiled.

It's hard to find a reference to
them because they were only put
on a fighting ship and only before
it went into battle.

Some of the men make sugges-
tions or make comparisons with
rigging on similar ships of that
period.

The amount of detail that goes
into the models is extraordinary.
The Turger models ate as exacting
as the bottled ships: spars may be
thinner than matchsticks and the

complex  ngping  requires Knots
that are hardly even visible.
Part of the wonder ol this

old craft is that knobby seamen’s

hands could  fashion such  deli-
cate pieces. The first modelers
mght  have looked like Victor

Croshby: their rough hands carv-
ing out the keel line on a hull
thinner than their fingers.

Victor Crosby learned how to
build ships in bottles from the old
men he sailed with on the Oriental
route in the merchant marine.
“There wasn’t TV then or radio,”
he says, “so you could play cards
or you could carve.” The old men,
in turn, had learned their craft in
the days of sail.

Of the five or six in the guild
who work with bottles, Crosby
may be the most prolific. Bottled

schooners, fire-boats, ferries, and W4

square-riggers seem to be propa-
gating themselves around his
apartment.

There are lage ships inside bot-
tes and smaller ships in the glass
stoppers.  Whole  panoramas ol
lighthouses, ships, and  spouting
wltiles are contwmed in light-bulb
globes: submarines m narrow bot-
ties; tiny ships in bulbs the size of
flash cubes.

Crosby has replicas ol the fish-
ing boats he awned and captained
when he worked out ol Alaska
and Seattle. “And this was my
bout,” he points to a model, “be-
fore | got married .. . I'swallowed
the anchor,”

Bill Benson has brought to the
meeting o plank-on-l'inne model
ol a 1775 man-ul-wm by Crosby,
Plank-un-frame means the hull’s
framework is open and the ribs
exposed, as if minuscule workmen
in the bottle hadn’t finished their
construction yet. His uncommuon
model gets much ol the attention
at the meeting.

The after<cabin of the Star has
no right-angles and few straight
lines. It’s built into the semi-circle
of the ship’s stern, and the deck
tilts forward. Little oval portholes
let in the night air. Gamboled
lamps are spaced between old
prints of the Star of India at sea
under full sail. -

From time to time there’s ‘a!
feeling of light-headedness. - It
could be from getting lost n the
problems of bracing the -yards of
locating decking plans. What it
is, really, is the pitching and roll-
ing' of the ship underneath; a
mesmerizing cflect while Richard |
Bauer. a crewman from the Star,
describes how she sailed on her,
Fourth of July run.

I'wo tugs that had guided ber
through the harbor were still at-
tached when the Star begun mov-
ing on her own. *We only had two
sails set at the time,” Bauer is in-

credulous, “and she was alreddy t MAY

two knots und  drageing
i
Sm'[f{f m}ghicr from all the |
men: there is a feeling of pride
here, a merged identity. “When
we were in drydock . . .7 'thé;
crewman will say. “When we were
in Campbel’s....”

Loine

Though they spend hundieds ol
hours on their replicds, what they
talk about are the originals. “This
is a German ship,” Crosby des-
cribes his five-mustéd Preussen,
full-rigged inside a bottle with a
one-inch mouth. ,

“The Germans really knew how
to build ships. They used all the
latest inventions. Sec the catwalk
there,” a quarter-inch wide with
even tinier railings, it runs the
length of the seven-inch model,
“that protects the men in rough
weather. The Preussen never lost
aman.”

There are two methods of put-
ting the ships in the bottle, ac-
cording the Donuld Hubbard, 4
Curonado man who has published
a book on the subject.

Fhe more common way 15 to
co npletely build and ng the ship,
even setting the sails, outside the
bottle. Then the masts are taken
down and laid on top. With the
sails shrouded around the hull
like folded wings, it is slipped
through the bottleneck. Strings
hang from the masts so that they
can be pulled upright and stepped
in place from outside the bottle;
then the strings are removed.

Victor Crosby practices the less
common method: slicing the com-
pleted hull lengthwise, in sections
that will fit through the neck. Re-
joining the hulls pieces inside,
Crosby mounts the masts and as-
sembles the dozens, sometimes

. hundreds, of ropes, sails, and deck

details within the bottle.
For these Lilliputian mancuvers
he has designed his own tools:

CALENDAR OF
Regular
Open House
Crew Classic,
Reqular
SPECIAL DATE THIS
Musueum Rummaage Saie
MAC SHOW.
MEMBERS DAY at
SCMA/SEA WORLD Boat
Reaular Guild Meetina
CALIFORNIAN launching

MARCH 16 8:00 p m
MARCH 29 2 - § p.m
APRIL 7 a1l day
ABIRIDE 1031, 8- 0I0 lpi:'m
APRIL 14-14 all dav
APRIL 28-29 all dav
MAY § 140,_1=1 8
11-20
MAY 18 8 00 pm
MAY 28 sunset

exacto blades on long. thin dow-
cls. looped metal hooks. wires
held  like chopsticks 1o reach in-
to the bottle.

Authenticity in the models
implicit, The enthusiasts will tra-

vel both cousts and even to bog-

land it possible to see their ships.
They research building specilica-
tions, study charts and other
models. One o1 the members ashs
for advice on how 1o best photo
graph the ship he has chosen: e
plans on wvisiting 1t when he eets
north.

Perhups eaplams 1t
when bt 1he
Eagle, the Coast Guand’s contr-
bution to the New York parade ol
tall ships. e read ubout her and
talked to Captain Bownan of the
Star and India, who had captained

Croshy
he Ltells how he

her for four veans.

“Then Iwent back and read up
some more.” He shrugs Ins shoul-
ders. “You full i love with
ship.™

The Star of India pitches gent-
Iy, washing away b contact with
the present, when atrs e
feave.

Outside once again. the harhe:

k¥

lights we glowig on the
waves, The ships new black paint
and white tiom are shostly eflec

tons on e water.
Then the sound ot tiathic

s, A the Toor of the panesn o

e

there are pdinine et vt
Srtowds Teom the restaants. Fhe
prod anderlont s noticeabls
solid. Only back e the sicim ot
the St of India. little ovals ot

hght illuminate another workld. O

EVENTS

Cuild Meetinag
BE1ll Benson- s
Mission Bay
Guild Meetina
MONTH

Long Beach
the Museum
Show
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BRAOVIM L6 995
RED 7 045
Art Avdelctte tua FESTIVAL

GG ot 1 k1 Ky

PRANGE 2?7 1435

Rov Milson

Dick Rice Scow schooner
VIS O 25 1418

Fred Frazas Caroo shio

THOSE ON AIRCRAFT FREGQUENCIES ARE NCT

3

SUilD ROETER OF RC FREQUENCIES BEING USEL

INC BUDED w8

76 PURPLE &§ GRAY 70 *5¢
Albert Lheureux RATTLESNAKE
80 GRAY § BLACK 7?5 7?7940
Joe Bompensiero (92
82 GRAY § RED 75 630
Eari Sshweilzer CANNET
Mike Dorv sub GATC
Charles Coskerv
834 GRAY & YELLOW oo m 0

SR BER 2 & .4 98
Lew Harmelinc Tiujg
Piul Auaghe PT RRR R AR KW R M R W R N K KA RN R R AR RN
* THE FOLLOWING THREE FREQUENCIES CAN BE USED =~
BLUE 27 223 * UNTIL JANUARY 1988 .
SORCKCRN RN KR RN R SR KX R K R R KW R WK R R A K R R KR NN YR
BLUE AND WHITE 72 160
% BLUE § RED 75 430 Vic Crosbv tuna boat 1n bottle
Douag McFarland Cabin Cruiser Al Levon steam launch
PATTI ANN Doug Smav
Earl Schweitzer AMERICAN SCQUT
3 o4 BLUE & YELLOW 79 470
Dcuag McFarland sailboat PURPLE AND WHITE 77.320
Fred Fraas eR Tl
s¢ BLUE & BLUE 75 51¢ Georae Oliver Di NADA
#3ul Aughe tua
Rov Nilson YELLOW AND WHITE 72 9¢0
Joe Bompensiero fireboat
o8 sLUE & GRAY 79 550 Al Levon sea sleds
Butch Harris NEW JERSEY M E Andrews S0/800 Marblehead
Albert Lheureux Destrover. cruilser
i FURPLE & BLACK 7o 9,90
OTHER
74 FURFLE & YELLOW 75 §70 Mike Dorv, W=t
on a3 licenced CB freguency BLACX AND YELLCW
V& . FUREILE BEoBIWE: 705 ‘740
Rov Nilson
John Pleoer Coast Guard vessel MODOC

WARMIMG Word has been passed around the pond that we mav be¢ seetnc some
arreraft traftfie 1n the area 11n the near future. RC Cliders are becomings
opooulat and costal areas. [1ke that near the pond are pouuiar with these
o1lots Those of vou who mav still be operating on aircraft freouencies shouvuld
be aware that not onlv are their radios 1lleaal, but you m®mav be findina
vourseif 1n the position of 1nterfering with those who have the riaht to use

thase (raauenciles

x
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San Diego Shio Modeiers' Guild
Bill Kellv-tlemina - Loakeeper
/redacted/
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FRED V. FRAAS

/redacted/

MASTER

MATE and PURSER

LOGKEEPER

MEETINGS -

MEMBERSHIP -

SAN DIEGQO SHIP MODELERS' GUILD
OFFICERS FOR 1983

Rov Nilson /redacted/
fred Frazs /redacted/
Blll-Kellv-Fleman /redacted/

3rd Fri1dav of eacn month. &§:00 p m.
Bark STAR OF IMDIA. on the Orloo De

Dues for Members of the San Dieao Maritime Museum
and anvone Jiving outside of San Diego Countv
After

Sh7AAS 0 Non-Museum Members - 515 040
the dues are 1/2 for the remainder
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