
Ian Diego lltip �0de:le:rs�·<iuild 
/redacted/

� VOL. 13 NO. 9 
m51THIER�'lOnP. 

83.\e�ae::-S[Hlt� h::urs ....a::kin; 01 a rrc:d=1 arrl 
rrt. rrake any h:xrl-ay? H:l.\1 
rrany tirres cb v.e StHrl 
rarakirB this arrl th:rt:, cnly 
to tm3k tlE c:tlEr: thinJ, er 
erl t.p l::n<B:i in a tigit a:ne::­
t.rable to :fucticn � 
ally er ITB1tally. 
Yes folks, writers g:.'t treir 
writers bla:x, ttEre' s e.e1 
tanis e1b:J..l, in:rnni.a etc. 

'-- San Diego Ship Modelers Gutld 
MIRE RlVEH\/redacted/

fut cb v.e �ers h=M: a 
rare fer WBl v.e firrl a.n:--
9=1\.S in srl1 a sib..atim, 
will.e rralilin:p. I call 
mire Ril' ttats WBl all 
s:rts of thin:is are rrt. g:rirg 
a.5 th::y stn.11.d. s-o.i.l.d I ¢ 
rid of this d:g? � it fer 
cnxl a: h:JJr? RJt it a.sire 
tntil I'm l::eck 01 track? Cr 
9211 it at tlE rext s...ap rreet? 
Wri.cn l::rirgs rre to S:lt. O::t. 
7 ,1989 tlE :return of tlE "9ft' 
1'EEl' •••• n 9'11> 1'EEl' rr ..... 
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:.X.'uq !"le Far lane 

Jonri Fluck 
PURSffi 

9ob Wi.ll.is 
UX;KEEPER 

'.lC:•.Jy Smay 
Nfltt'SIETTER EDI'IDR 

f..1J K..e R1-.,era 
STEER.IN:; �TI'EE 

:':c White 

<:lpn Arudc 
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/redacted/
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SQill){JLE CF ACTIVITIES 
� 'I'hird Friday of the 

rronth 7:30 PM social 
8:00 PM meeting 

STATIC �P-Every other 
Tues. 7:00 to 9:00PM 

a.board the ferry Berkeley 
R/C Operations-Saturday nornings 

flt:rlel Yacht Pond 
ANNUAL R.Ex:;A'ITA-'lb.ird weekend 

in June 

M™BERSHIP 
Dues are $10.00 annually 

We strongly encourage all to 
join the San Diego M3ri.ti'lt:= 
Museum as an expression of 
appreciation for the facilities 
they provide us. 

'IHE aJlTl s-R< 

.Ea:- a.riaE rare is 
taJca1 fran Ri:a:t B..Jm5 I p::an 
''Ian 0'9Blte:''. '!his tells 
tie tale, fu.rarl 01 an 
an::ialt ls;arl, af 'Ian, a 
bib tla.E fame:', wo \..as 
ri.dinJ h::rce 01 his gre_y rrare 
Mq;ie a£t:a:- an e.arirg of 
rard drirk:i.11; with his f:d.e'rl 
tie a:tb] e:-- 'Ian \..as will. 
a,ey in that h=:w.r state tie 
s:nts call "fal''. It \..as CEik 
a"rl stI:ln¥ nig,t., with t:h.m:!:" 
a"rl �, a"rl as re 
i::a=,sa:i Kil:k A1.1.a,ay, tie 
crurm 9:B1'B:l to te ab132e. 
1n tie ch.Irt:cyard, re t,a,s 

astr:nism to se:e, <Hrirg cy 
tie ligit of tie flares, a 
� af .,,arl.crl<;s a"rl witx:h:s, 
tie rrusic � � cy 
tie D:.vil hirrB=lf, with 
bq:>ip-s ,tans cm tail. TI:rn 
reiim in his rrere to vat:dl, 
cm S:lf.' that cl'IOl3 tie � 
l.i}c;e witx:h:s, UJl y as sin, \..as 

OE in a � di.ffera,t 
c:ateµ:y • YCl.11:J cn:1 l:B3ut.iful 
ta:- rare \..as N:lrn:i.e, a"rl stE 
\..as W:Bd.n; mt:hirg b.It a 
''a.rt:!:¥ sark''-in plain En;µis1, a S'llt Etrirt er 
crarci.se-- rra:E of R:risle¥ 
lirHl: 

1k atty 511k, o'Rrisl..£¥ 
tan 
'1hlt Wlile a lassie ft 
hliwxn 
In lagimE ttD' !llel.y 
s:Biy 
It WIS ta:" test, ad ft 
Wl6'81tie 
lrl' to, 'DID stxxrl, lile
bwitrh'd 
lrl'� his vec.y EBl
eridm.. 

Ps l"a:dn::in; ba:me ae:­
wi..J..ck" a"rl rrcre c:tad:nrl, in 
his eci.teta,t 

.,.,,,. 

lrl'� his vec.y EBl 
EDidm. 

Pe, h:!ta:n::i.rg te::are ae:­
wi..J..ck" arrl m:::l:e ab:I rl:::t al, in 
his eci.taralt 

'Jmtm:his.D:BEUI 
a 't:hgi:t:te:-
lrl' .n:m:s � 'Wael. 
d:re, attysmc. lrl' in ai ;in;t:ai: a' 
WEdnk. 

s±erej tlEn cy fen:-, a"rl p.lrS.l:rl cy tie witx:h:s, 'Ian 
f1ai fer his .life to tie 
tr.id:}= CM:!:" tie 0:xn, fer re 
krav that. as witx:h:s CE11 't
c:rce5 nnrin;J vat:er", 01 tte 
far side re YO.tld te safe. 
N:lm:i.e, h:lr.e.e:-, a:uld nn 
mrll taste:- th3n tie ot:tas (a 
s:::q:l1.e j:lE S'E \oa.5, an I 

st:ra-g) arrl � i.p as tte 
gre_y rrere g=iJ J q:m CM:!:" tie 
tr.id:}=, me S:izs:l pxr �p 

cy th: tail, W1idl care a __, 
in ta:- ran.

'Ilat is W1Y in tie atty 
Sade's fig..Ire'B:d N:lm:i.e's 
left ann is S'X:W1 �, 
tte clut:chirg � � 
fer th: grey ITBre IS tail; c3'rl 
in ta:- � rays, after- a 
fa5t �, th: � YO.tld s::rretirres rTBke a rrere' s 
tail fran old :rq::e, tEe93j OJt 
arrl n.tim with grey print, to 
p..rt: into re:- rarrl. 

It is in:arl a b:rny 
rare, 01:cy Sade, a'rl s.ri.ts 
ter will., fer me a:u1d ah,ays 
r:p 1..me a witch. WB1 th: 
� l:n.g,t ter in 1895, 
altlo.gl tlEy � it 
affi ciaJ Jy to Fl:!cr:eila,aft . 
tlE l:n:ti:etS W'D \\et'e ter Il:W
a-n:rs, ter cre.,s a:nt.inm to 
refer to ter affectiaately as 
EL Rq.Jim Onris:>la, tte 
lita::al t:Iaclatirn. cr. th: 
rare \.J'IE[" W1idl me h3:J b:F 
l:x:m. 
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Tlae Lue Victory Memorial 
Mueam will be a Hvuag tribute 
to tbe galbmt men and •lliJM 
of World War II. Ben i• tlae 
lltory of one ... 

TBE STEPIIEff HOPKINS (1942) 
This ungainly Liberty ship was the principal 
cham�3r in on& of the most g-..lla.,t sl-.ip-to-­
ship sea battles of World War ll. Sailing 
alone in the South Atlantic in September 
1942, the Stephen Hopkins encountered two 
German commerce raiders, the auxiliary 
cruiser Stier and the blockade runner 
Tannenfels. The Hopkins' master, Captain 
Paul Buck, decided to fight rather than strike 
his ship's colors. He skillfully kept the 
doomed Liberty ship's stem to his heavily 
armed opponents although deadly fire rained 
down on his vessel, soon reducing it to a 
noating mus of twisted steel and flames. Yet 
the Hopkins' naval gun crew fought bravely, 
sending round after round of 4-inch shells 
with uncanny accuracy into the Stier's 
waterline. Eventually the Hopkins was dead 
in the water, and an enemy shell hit the gun 
tub, instantly killing all the gun crew. Enemy 
victory now lffmed certain. But Edwin J. 
O'Hara, a U.S. Merchant Marine Academy 
engineering cadet assigned to the Hopkins, 
ran to the 4-inch gun, determined that it was 
still workable, and sent five more rounds 
towardl the raiders. His fire caused the Stier 
:o explode and eventually sink, and severely 
darnAged the Tannenfels. Just as Captain 
Buck gave the order to abandon ship, O'Hara
was killed by Oying shrapnel. The Stephen 
Hopkins slipped beneath the waves, but not 
without inflicting equal damage on the 
enemy. Only 15 Hopkins survivors of a crew 
of 57 made landfall on the coast of Brazil 
after nearly a month at sea in lifeboats. 

Kilroy was here 

JAMES J. KILROY (who was an in­
spector in a Quincy, Massachusetts 
shipyard) chalked the words "KILROY 
WAS HERE" on ships and crates of 
equipment to indicate they had been in­
spc:ted. He died in Boston in 1962.

IF ID.J WISi liNf. FlRIHER 
IN-tR-ffl'.ICN CN r-E.fER:HIP
vRI'IE 'ID 'IHE KI.llWIN:;: 

t.Nl'IE) SiroES � 
WRilE \lEIIFIIN3 CR WRD 
WIR.II 
lXl IIN:; EEroi ELW.W .. 502 
IIN:; IEGi, rn �l 
(213) 437-1941

.TINO s-1I'IH,V.P. 
( 213) 493-4157

ED J. HEIM3,JR. RB:;ICN\L V.P. 
( 803) 795-1827

JJMK: INIYRE, 'IRmS. 
(213) 421-4624

I:Effi EEII.Ml.NI', RB:;ICN\L V.P. 
( 808) 325-1480
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Bl<ED MJE..S: 

[(E FMICrE 
S:KXN:R 
ElIE N:l:E B'l lVIHENI'IC MJE..S 

�9-IIPK/ffi 
RH:R 'IDL5 & � 
SLID r-m.E WXD � 'INIE 
NII<:rm KlJIER WITH OBJIM 
'INIE 

m:tf TIH£ ARE SI'IlL ID<ED 
�, 'I(D NMKl.E 'IO r-lNI'ICN 
IF ID.J ARE A � CIMR CR PN 
CID HW) la' MllLlt-C ClW'IlS 
ARE 'Ilffl', 'IHE VERY St-£ TIH£ 
'Ilffl' ID.J EEEN I.D::KIN; FIB ARE 
la': 484-3995 "fla(. FIB 

�\QGL 

P .S. 'IHERE IS NID A 9I:HMrlH 
500) PID A RBSIB £ FUL
s::NE Sill, rorr ..... 
'IEIL HER ID.J HEAID IT 
EmE. 



Minutes of thr August meeting 
by Doug t>may 

Guild Master Doug McFarland 
opened the August meeting 
prompt 1y at 8:00 PM on the 
orlop deck of t�e Star of
India . Seventeen members 
and one guest were present. 
The guest, now a member, was 
Doug Sherrill. Welcome aboard 
Doug - now there are three of 
us! There was no fonna1 
program for the August 
meet Ing, but Doug announced 
that In Sept. a representative 
from Reeds Models will be 
featured with a 
demonstration of air brushing 
and other painting techniques. 
In October Guild member Art 
Yeend will bring a guest from 
Campbell Ship Yard to talk to 
us about ship design and 
construct Ion. 
Doug also announced that the 
next Gui Id work party at the 
museum w111 be In October. 
Bob Crawford was unable to 
attend the meeting (probably 
st i 11 recovering from the 
construction of Wasp ), but 
more details about the 
October work party should be 
available from Bob at the 
Sept. meet Ing. 
Speaking of Bob Crawford and 
his model of Wasp , those of 
you who receive Mains·1 Haul 
w i 11 know that Bob's 
incredible model was featured 
on the cover and in the cover 
story. Anyone who has not 
seen the model should make a 
point of going by the Berkeley 
to have a look. All those who 
participated -with Bob in this 

project sf be just If I ably 
proud of J .., we 11 done. 
Doug reminded everyone that 
October ts also the month of 
the joint Maritime Museum -
Ship Modelers Guild picnic at 
the pond. This is a fun event 
and one that everyone is 
incouraged to participate In. 
Its a perfect opportunity to 
get to know some of the folks 
at the museum a little better 
as we 11 as to show off some 
of our models. More details 
should be available at our 
Sept. meeting. 
There was additional 
discussion about the display 
case for our Modeler of the 
Quarter program. A source 
within the Guild has indicated 
that he can supply the lumber 
(teak yet !), and Roy Nilson is 
pursuing a possible source for 
tempered glass. Joe 
Bompensiero has indicated a 
willingness to lend his 
considerable skills to the 
construct ion and the shop and 
tools aboard the Berkeley 
are available to us, so this is 
a project which seems about 
to come together. Anyone else 
who is interested in 
contributing should make 
themse Ives known at the Sept. 
meeting. 
The issue of having a meeting 
aboard the Berkeley to 
accomodate those of us who 
build large models was 
brought up again, and Doug 
indicated he would check with 
Bob to see when there might 
be an open date. The steep and 
narrow ladders of the Star
make It hazardous to bring 

large, highly detar 1nodels 
aboard, so that thv8c of u� 
who have such mode ls r� .... 
forced to disobey the ·prinrt: 
directive· to ·eri� a Hoder. 
It was suggested that the 
November meeting be on the 
Berkeley providing 
permission can be gained from 
the museum. 
In last months newsletter I 
mentioned the International 
Plastic Modelers convention 
that was held in San Diego in 
July. If any of you were 
fortunate enough to see this 
show you would not have been 
able to miss the outstanding 
miniature ship models built 
by Phil Toy. Phil's work has 
been displayed from time to 
time at the Command Post and 
r eatured in several natic •. 
magaztnes. Guild members 
who have seen Phils work 
have been astounded at the 
level of detail and the degree 
of craftsmanship they 
represent. Each of his ships 
are made from scratch, 
average 14 to 16 inches long 
and require about three years 
to build. Detail is complete 
down to elements of radar 
antennae that are finer than a 
human hair - and there are no 
photoetched brass parts! 
Everything Is done in plastic. 
Several of us have attempted 
to get in touch with Phil from 
time to time to see if he 
would be wtlling to come to 
one of our meetings and b1 __ J 
his models. I was finally able 
to track him down at the air 
show at Miramar a r ew weeks 
ago and he said he would be 



happy to share his work with 
us. Since agendas are set for 
Sept. and Oct. we w i 11 attempt~ 
to get Phi I to Join us in Nov. 

Show and Tell 

l>Dwj ncfarlaM brought in 
· a completed Hotsptr ! Doug
will retain possession of the
model until a display case can
be provided r or it at West
Coast Hobbies. (What with
getting their new store set
up, this could be some time!)
Doug also brought in his next
project - a large sai I boat
with a retractable outboard
motor (electric) which Doug
w i II restore and convert to RC
operation. The boat, originally
named /ncent ive w i 11 be
renamed Atlantis.
tr• f"raaa brought in two
hul Is he but It using the bread
and butter method and
Bluejacket plans. Both were
C2 freighter hulls, one
complete and painted, and one
still being carved. Fred also
brought an example or a clamp
that he bu11t ror clamping the
layers or a bread and butter
hull Whl le the glue sets. The
clamp ts rather simple to
build and relatively
Inexpensive. It consists of
two pieces of threaded steel
rod (available at most
hardware stores). two pieces
or wood and four nuts and
washers. The two pieces or
· ·ood form the upper and
n,wer Jaws of the clamp, with
the the treaded rods passing
through holes drilled tn each

end and used to provide the 
pressur t er. t:ie work. 

ao. NU.. brought in an oil 
painting of a sailing ship that 
he did in 196 7. Host of us are 
familiar with Roys cartoons 
of course, but I for one was 
not aware of the fact that he 
is also a (semi)serious artist. 
Roy also brought in a very 
nice vacuum forming device 
that he bui Id and has used 
with very good results for 
several years. The unit 
consists of an air tight 
wooden box as a base, to 
which can be attached the 
hose of a shop vacuum cleaner 
to provide the vacuum. The top 
of this box is dri lied with 
numerous small holes. Hinged 
to the top of the box are two 
square wooden frames. A male 
mold of the Item to be 
duplicated Is placed on top of 
the box. Styrene plastic, 
between .002 and .003 inches 
thickness 1s held between the 
two hinged wooden frames 
while it is heated with a 
paint stripper or other 
heating device until it 
softens. At the appropriate 
moment the two wooden 
frames holding the softened 
plastic are swung down over 

the mo· .rh 'Jum is 
switct, .. _ t1. pu1: the 
plastic over and around the 
mold. Timing Is very 
important to get a good 
vacu-r onned part. 

JlflU fta&scm brought In a 
homemade tab le saw that he
uses for making very thin
lumber for deck and hul 1

planking. The saw consists of 
various purchased elements 
together with some that Phi I 
had to make. The design as 
well as the workmanship 
reflects Phils usual skill and 
ingenuity. 
]Ma f1uc:I. brought in a book 
titled Navy Board Ship Models 
from 1650 to 1750. The book, 
published by the Naval 
Institute Press is beautifully 
illustrated with photographs 
from the Pit River Museum 
and the National Maritime 
Museum. One of the 
interesting points brought up
in the book is that it is now 
widely held that Admiralty 
models were generally built 
after the prototype, not vice 
versa. The author contends 
that these models were much 
to intricate to have served �� 
a study for ships yet to be 



constructed. Block models, 
with detai Is painted on, were 
more likely used for this 
purpose. 
M ._,_ brought 1n plans 
for his next project - the 
submar1ne Nautilus Not 

. USS Nautilus, SSN-571, but 
Jules Vem·s Nautilus , as In 
20.000 Leagues Under the sea.
The finished model will be 
approx. s1x feet long. 
Phil m■w brought In an 
affordable live steam model. 
Phil recommends this model 
ror anyone looking ror an 
entry level steam project. The 
model 1s Mldwests ran tall 
launch, and comes complete 
with a single cylinder steam 
oscillator with boiler Cflred 
by Sterno), and can be 
pur:hased for undei S 1 00. 00. 
Hiia �... brought in a 
whole bunch of ·stuff·. I'm not 
sure I can do justice to all the 
items and ideas. You really 
had to be there! But here are a 
few that I reca 11. The 
cushioned ·ear muffs· from 
stereo head phones can be 
used as scale 1 ife rafts! Mike 
also showed how to make 
scale running lights complete 
with the shields that limit 
their arc of visability. He 
brought some 112· scale 
human figures made in 
Germany. He also brought in 
some material which makes 
good curtains in boats, and 
also showed how to make 
propeller and rudder shafts 
with fittings for adding 
lubricants. He also 

demonstrated how to make 
doors and hatches. Like I said, 
you had to be there! 

Be sure to be at the Sept. 
meet Ing. You never know 
what Mike will come up 
with nextnm 

Joint Picnic w/ Argonauts
On Saturday, Aug. 26 the Guild 
and the Argonauts held our 
annual joint picntc and 
demonstration at the model 
yacht pond on Mission Bay. It 
was a beautiful day and the,:e 
was a good tum out both of 
club members as well as the 
public. The Argonauts, as they 
have done in previous years 
provided hamburgers and hot 
dogs, the Guild provided soft 
drinks, and there were plenty 
of other ·pot luck· dishes. 

C1IIHE DR m::JE.lER CR 
� lfr 'IlE RH>! 

lb, RB¥ tines }me }01 
fi.:t.g:.t:ta1 to � lp tlE 
nit#. lEfa."e? A sinple, � 
J:B,ircr.pm:tlaDi:;amsa!\e 
trediy. 

G!tc3'1 a1e-aryp}UJ fer}Or 
�ttle �- A bio wire 
am with .gr, p ic:Jt:e ph.g; er 
clip; fin.tld t:e DBE \.Pi CJE 
fer .nciee, CJE fer 1:J:alr
mi.t:tH-. � in CJE le:J 
er. tre am .60 chrs(l wtt) 
fer ttE 4 cell JREi.'8" an 3J 
chrs, CJE wtt in ttE 1:J:alr
mi.t:ta:' am. Erll will gi."1e 
a:n.i �100 mill.i.alpns fer 
a "g.ridc � • .b.t dn't 
lfB'.le it h:rlai tp fer nae 
tiBl a a::q:ile a mis. J 
t?,, B::b O:nEll. 
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