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SCHEDULE F ACTIVITIES
MEETINGS- Third Friday of the
month 7:30 PM social
8:00 PM meeting
STATIC WORKSHOP-Every other
Tues. 7:00 to 9:00PM
aboard the ferry Berkeley

R/C Operations-Saturday mornings
Model Yacht Pond

ANNUAL REGATTA-Third weekend
in June

MEMBERSHIP

Dues are $10.00 annually

We strongly encourage all to
join the San Diego Maritime
Museum as an expression of
appreciation for the facilities
they provide us.

Hr arias mae is
taken fran Rdbert Rms' poeEm
"Ian O'Sater’. This tells
te tale, farmEd o a
aciat leggd, o Tam, a
bibilos fammer, wD was
riding hare an his grey mare
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a8y in that hxpy state the
Sots all "fa". It wes dark
ad stomy night, with thuder
ad ligtnmirg, ad as he
Ess=d Kirk  Allaay, the
chrch ss=med to be ablaze.
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The Lane Victory Memorial
Museum will be a living tribute
to the gallant men and ships

of World War II. Here is the
story of one...

THE STEPHEN HOPKINS (1942)
This ungainly Liberty ship was the principal
charecter in one of the m.ost gallant ship-to-
ship sea battles of World War II. Sailing
alone in the South Atlantic in September
1942, the Stephen Hopkins encountered two
German commerce raiders, the auxiliary
cruiser Stier and the blockade runner
Tannenfels. The Hopkins' master, Captain
Paul Buck, decided to fight rather than strike
his ship's colors. He skillfully kept the
doomed Liberty ship's stern to his heavily
armed opponents although deadly fire rained
down on his vessel, soon reducing it to a
floating mass of twisted steel and flames. Yet
the Hopkins' naval gun crew fought bravely,
sending round after round of 4-inch shells
with uncanny accuracy into the Ster's
waterline. Eventually the Hopkins was dead
in the water, and an enemy shell hit the gun
tub, instantly killing all the gun crew. Enemy
victory now seemed certain. But Edwin J.
O'Hara, a U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
engineering cadet assigned to the Hopkins,
ran to the 4-inch gun, determined that it was
still workable, and sent five more rounds
towards the raiders. His fire caused the Stier
0 explode and eventually sink, and severely
damaged the Tannenfels. Just as Captain
Buck gave the order to abandon ship, O'Hara
was killed by flying shrapnel. The Stephen
Hopkins slipped beneath the waves, but not
without inflicting equal damage on the
enemy. Only 15 Hopkins survivors of a crew
of 57 made landfall on the coast of Brazil
after nearly a month at sea in lifeboats.

JAMES J. KILROY (who was an in-
spector in a Quincy, Massachusetts
shipyard) chalked the words 'KILROY
WAS HERE' on ships and crates of
equipment to indicate they had been in-
spected. He died in Boston in 1962.

IF YU WSH AY FRHER
INRATIN N MEYBERFHIP
WRITE TO THE FALIONING:

UNITED SIXIES MERGHANT
MARINE VETERANS (R WORID
WR II

300 IONG BEACH HLVD.RVL502
LONG BEACH, CA 90801

(213) 437-1941

JIN O SMITH,V.P.
(213) 4934157

ED J. HEIMS,JR. REGIQWL V.P.
(803) 795-1827

JIM MC INIYRE, TREAS.
(213) 4214624

[EAN BEAIMINT, REGIQNAL V.P.
(808) 325-1480
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WPAR SHIP PLANS
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S1ID MAPLE WO WIRKING TRHLE
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AT: 4843995 AKX FR —
MRS \ORGEL

P.S. THERE IS ALSO A S{PSMITH
5000 AND A RSSIHE FULL



Minutes of the August meeting
by Doiig Smay

Guild Master Doug McFarland
opened the August meeting
promptly at 8:00 PM on the
orlop deck of tRe Star of
India . Seventeen members
~and one guest were present.
The guest, now a member, was
Doug Sherrill. Welcome aboard
Doug - now there are three of
us! There was no formal
program for the August
meeting, but Doug announced
that in Sept. a representative
from Reeds Models will be
featured with a
demonstration of air brushing

and other painting techniques.

In October Guild member Art

Yeend will bring a guest from

Campbell Ship Yard to talk to

us about ship design and

construction.

Doug also announced that the

next Guild work party at the

museum will be in October.

Bob Crawford was unable to

attend the meeting (probably

still recovering from the

construction of Wasp ), but

more details about the

October work party should be

available from Bob at the

Sept. meeting.

Speaking of Bob Crawford and

his model of Wasp , those of

you who receive Mains'l Haul

will  know that Bob's

incredible model was featured

on the cover and in the cover

story. Anyone who has not

seen the model should make a

point of going by the Benkeley
to have a look. All those who

participated with Bob in this

project sl be justifiably
proud of , v well done.

Doug reminded everyone that
October is also the month of
the joint Maritime Museum -
Ship Modelers Guild picnic at
the pond. This is a fun event
and one that everyone is
incouraged to participate in.
Its a perfect opportunity to
get to know some of the folks
at the museum a little better
as well as to show off some
of our models. More details
should be available at our
Sept. meeting.

There was additional
discussion about the display
case for our Modeler of the
Quarter program. A source
within the Guild has indicated
that he can supply the lumber
(teak yet !), and Roy Nilson is
pursuing a possible source for
tempered glass. Joe
Bompensiero has indicated a
willingness to lend his
considerable skills to the
construction and the shop and
tools aboard the  Berkeley
are available to us, so this is
a project which seems about
to come together. Anyone else
who is interested in
contributing
themse lves known at the Sept.

meeting.
The issue of having a meeting
aboard the Berxeley  to

accomodate those of us who
build large models was
brought up again, and Doug
indicated he would check with
Bob to see when there might
be an open date. The steep and
narrow ladders of the Star
make {t hazardous to bring

should make

large, highly detai nodels
aboard, so that thusc of us
who have such models 77
forced to disobey the “prinwe
directive® to “Bring a Model".
It was suggested that the
November meeting be on the
Berkeley providing
permission can be gained from
the museum.

In last months newsletter |
mentioned the International
Plastic Modelers convention
that was held in San Diego in
July. If any of you were
fortunate enough to see this
show you would not have been
able to miss the outstanding
minfiature ship models built
by Phil Toy. Phil's work has
been displayed from time to
time at the Command Post and
featured in saveral natic
magazines. Gufld members
who have seen Phils work
have been astounded at the
level of detail and the degree
of craftsmanship they
represent. Each of his ships
are made from scratch,
average 14 to 16 inches long
and require about three years
to build. Detail is complete
down to elements of radar
antennae that are finer than a
human hair - and there are no
photoetched brass parts!
Everything is done in plastic.
Several of us have attempted
to get in touch with Phil from
time to time to see if he
would be willing to come to
one of our meetings and bi  J
his models. | was finally able
to track him down at the air
show at Miramar a few weeks
ago and he said he would be



happy to share his work with
us. Since agendas are set for
Sept. and Oct. we will attempt
to get Phil to join us in Nov.

Show and Tell

Doug McfFasland brought in
‘acompleted Aolspur | Doug
will retain possession of the
model until 3 display case can
be provided for it at West
Coast Hobbies. (Wwhat with
getting their new store set
up, this could be some time!)
Doug also brought in his next
project - a large sail boat
with a retractable outboard
motor (electric) which Doug
will restore and convert to RC
operation. The boat, originally
named /ncentive will be
renamed At/antis .

‘red Fraae brought in two
hulls he butlt using the bread
and butter method and
Bluejacket plans. Both were
C2 freighter hulls, one
complete and painted, and one
still being carved. fFred also
brought an example of aclamp
that he bullt for clamping the
layers of a bread and butter
hull while the glue sets. The
clamp 1Is rather simple to
butld and relatively
Inexpensive. |t consists of
two pleces of threaded steel
rod (available at most
hardware stores), two pleces
of wood and four nuts and
washers. The two pleces of
“'0o0od form the upper and
wwer jaws of the ciamp, with
the the treaded rods passing
through holes drilled In each

end and used to provide the
pressure 2n e work.

Roy Nilson brought in an oil
painting of a sailing ship that
he did in 1967. Most of us are
familiar with Roys cartoons
of course, but | for one was
not aware of the fact that he
is also a (semi)serious artist.
Roy also brought In a3 very
nice vacuum forming device
that he build and has used
with very geced results for
several years. The unit
consists of an air tight
wooden box as a base, to
which can be attached the
hose of a shop vacuum cleaner
to provide the vacuum. The top
of this box is drilled with
numerous small holes. Hinged
to the top of the box are two
square wooden frames. A male
mold of the Iitem to be
duplicated is placed on top of
the box. Styrene plastic,
between .002 and .003 inches
thickness Is held between the
two hinged wooden frames
while it is heated with a
paint stripper or other
heating device until it
softens. At the appropriate
moment the two wooden
frames holding the softened
plastic are swung down over

the mo’ .Mt ‘Jum is
switct.. . t. pun: the
plastic over and around the
mold. Timing is  very
important to get a good
vacu-formed part.

Phil Matson brought in 2
homemade table saw that he
uses for making very thin
jJumber for deck and hull

planking. The saw consists of
various purchased elements
together with some that Phil
had to make. The design as
well as the workmanship
reflects Phils usual skill and
ingenuity.

Jofim Fluck brought in a book
titled Navy Board Ship Models
from 1650 to 1750, The book,
published by the Naval
Institute Press is beautifully
illustrated with photographs
from the Pit River Museum
and the National Maritime
Museum. One of the
interesting points brought up
in the book is that it is now
widely held that Admiralty
models were generally built
after the prototype, not vice
versa. The author contends
that these models were much
to intricate to have served as
a study for ships yet to be




constructed. Block models,
with details painted on, were
more likely used for this
purpose.

Al Baxgmr brought In plans
for his next project - the
submarine Aguti/lus . Not
USS Nautilus, SSN-371, but
Jules vern's Agutilus , as In
20.000 Leagues Under the Sea
The finished model will be
approx. six feet long.

Phil Glassr brought In an
affordable live steam model.
Phil recommends this model
for anyone looking for an
entry level steam project. The
model 1s Midwests fan tall
launch, and comes complete
with a single cylinder steam
oscillator with botler (fired
by Sterno), and can be
ourchased for under $100.00.

?iiks Rivera brought in a
whole bunch of “stuff”. I'm not
sure | can do justice to all the
items and ideas. You really
had to be there! But here are a
few that | recall. The
cushioned “ear muffs™ from
stereo head phones can be
used as scale life rafts! Mike
also showed how to make
scale running lights complete
with the shields that limit
their arc of visability. He
brought some 1/2° scale
human figures made in
Germany. He also brought in
some material which makes
good curtains in boats, and
also showed how to make
propeller and rudder shafts
with fittings for adding
lubricants. He also

demonstrated how to make
doors and hatches. Like | said,
you had to be there!

Be sure to be at the Sept.
meeting. You never know
what Mike will come up
with nextiiy

icnic w/

On Saturday, Aug. 26 the Guild
and the Argonauts held our
annual joint  picnic and
demonstration at the model
yacht pond on Mission Bay. It
was a beautiful day and there
was a good turn out both of
club members as well as the
public. The Argonauts, as they
have done in previous years
provided hamburgers and hot
dogs, the Guild provided soft
drinks, and there were plenty
of other "pot luck" dishes.

ARGE YOR RCTBER (R
TRANGMITIER AT THE ROND!

Hw mEy tmes mbBve yu
forgtfen to darge yp the

night before? A sinple, degp
mir of patrh ars an save

the day.

Gt an axessxy phyg for yar
cigarette lighter. A two wire
ad with ggiyxiate phgs ar
clips sruld be mde up; ae
for recieve, ae fr tras-
mitier. REsistare in ae lgg
of the axd .60 dms(1 watt)

far the 4 cell raeiver ad 0
dms, ae watt in the tras-
mitter axd. Each will give

any 80-100 milliageres for
a "qick darge”. st dn't

lesve it hnded v for mre

tEn a aple of nrs.

by Bb Qxrell

rery pPoon~nny
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